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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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The Greatest T hing 


One Person Ever Did 
For Another 


By Rev. C. E. Matthews, Pastor 
Travis Avenue Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas 


“Let him know that he which converteth a sinner from the 
error of his way shall save a soul from death and shall hide a 
multitude of sins” (James 5:20). 


We have been trying to preach 
to you these past Sundays on 
Apostolic Christianity, the kind 
that Jesus had and the kind the 
Christians whose deeds are record- 
ed in the New Testament had. We 
can be sure that these people were 
real Christians and that they lived 
the genuine Christian life. We 
are now living 2,000 years from 
that period. Time has taken its 
toll in changes. There are so many 
different sects that call them- 
selves Christians, who are quite 
divided on belief and practice, that 
we feel it is necessary to go back 
to the Bible pattern of a Christian 
and try to measure ourselves by 
what our Bible says that a Chris- 
tian really is. We have spoken on 
the New Testament church and 


on the New Testament. Christian} 


in prayer. Today we take up an- 
other phase of New Testament 
Christianity as we find it in the 
Bible, the saving of souls or the 
winning of people to Christ. 


The Greatest Thing One Can 
Do for Another 


Our subject is, “The Greatest 
Thing One Person Ever Did for 
Another.” According to God’s 
Book, the bringing of a soul to 
Jesus is the highest achievement 
possible in human life. Someone 
asked the great Lyman Beecher 
this question, “Mr. Beecher, you 
know a great many things. What 
do you count the greatest thing 
that any person could be or do?” 
And without any hesitation the 


———— 


famous preacher and scholar re-| 
plied, “The greatest thing that any 
person ever did in this world is to 
bring another to Jesus Christ, the 
Savior.” Mr. Beecher spoke in 
the language of the Bible, for that 
is exactly what the Word of God 
teaches. Even in the Old Testa- 
ment we read, “He that winneth 
souls is wise.” Not anywhere can 
we find God saying that about any 
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other deed done by man. Over | 
and over we have emphasized the | 
fact that if one is to be a real 
Christian and not a counterfeit, he | 
must follow in the footsteps of | 
Jesus, He must take Christ as his 
example. 


Jesus, a Winner 


Dr. H. A. Ironside, Pastor 


When. we study. the. life. of. our} “Now when Jesus came.into 


Savior, we find that at the moment 
He was revealed to others as the 
Messiah and baptized in Jordan 
by John the Baptist that His first 
act in service was to win a soul 
from darkness. The first one whom 
Jesus found and won was Philip. 
What a joy it must have been for 
Philip the balance of his life to 
say to other men, “Jesus not only 
won me individually but I was the 
first one whom He sought after He 
was proclaimed Messiah.” ‘That is 
Christ’s own plan. The first Chris- 
tian to do this after the baptism 
of Christ was Andrew. He went 
and found his own brother, Peter, 
“And he brought him to Jesus.” 
The supreme method of bringing 
the world to Christ is the New 
(Continued on Page 8) 


the parts of Caesarea Philip- 
pi, he asked his disciples, say-| 
ing, Who do you men say that 
the Son of man is? And they 
said, Some say John the Bap- 
tist; some, Elijah; and others, 
Jeremiah, or one of the proph- 
ets. He saith unto them, But 
who say ye that I am? And 
Simon Peter answered and' 
said, Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. And 
Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Blessed art thou, Simon 
Bar-Jona: for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto the, 
but my Father who is in heav- 
en. And I also say unto thee, 
that thou are Peter; and upon 


ANTICHRISTIAN LODGE RELIGION 


Lodge Religion Is Not the Christian Religion, But Pagan and AntiChristian| 


Many Christian people are in| 


the lodges. They would like to feel 
that the lodges themselves are 
Christian and that the lodges 
make better Christians, or at least 
that there is nothing offensive to 
Christianity in the lodges. Un- 
thinking or unspiritual church 
members often insist that ‘the 
lodges are just as good as the 
churches and are doing the same 
kind of wark. Alas, they are de- 
ceived. The lodges and secret or- 
ders are not Christian. They have 
a religion, but it is not the Chris- 
tian religion. The lodge god is not 
the same as the God of the Bible, 
the God that Christians worship 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The lodge Bible does not mean the 
same to a lodge as it means in the 
house of God and to a devout 
Christian who believes it. The 
Lord Jesus Christ is dishonored 
and unclaimed in the lodges. The 
doctrine and teaching are anti- 
christian, and doubtless millions 
of people have died unconverted 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


and doomed to torment, being led 
by blind leaders of the blind in the 
lodges. In the lodges they were 
taught a plan of salvation that 
cannot save a soul, a plan entirely 
contrary to the Bible, a plan that 
is pagan and heathen. and not 
Christian. I say that the religion 
of the lodges is not Christianity, 
but that the lodges, in religion, 
are antichristian. 

Again let me say that I do not 
mean that lodge members are 
necessarily unchristian or anti- 
christian. Many lodge members 
that I know give evidence of hav- 
ing truly been born again. I love 
them and respect them. Many oth- 
ers are as sincere aS was my own 
father who was a “bright” Mason, 
an active and enthusiastic lodge 
member. He was also an Odd Fel- 
low and an ardent Klansman. 
Whatever his mistakes in this mat- 
ter, hé was“an éarnest Christian, 
a godly man. who had and deserv- 


tian people. Many preachers who 
are saved men, sincere men, are 
lodge members. They sin in that 
matter, no doubt, but they are 
nevertheless Christians. I was a 
Christian when I came to be made 
a Mason. So I do not say that men 
and women who join the lodges 
are unchristian or antichristian. I 
am not talking about the lodge 
members; I am talking about the 
lodges themselves, 

No one can deny that the lodges 
claim to be religious. They do not 
claim to be definitely Christian, 
mind you, but they claim to be re- 
ligious. They talk about. God. 
They have public prayer. The Ma- 
sonic meeting place is called a 
temple. Lodges have chaplains, 
priests, Worshipful Masters. They 
talk about immortality and resur- 
rection and Heaven. Many times 
the lodges profess to show how to 
get to Heaven. Bibles are part of 
the “furniture” of lodges, and fre- 


ed the profound respect of Chris- 


(Continued on Page 2.) 
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Is Peter The Rock Upon 
Which The Church Is Built? 


By Rev. H. A. Ironside, D.D., Litt.D., Pastor Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


tthis rock I witt build my|as 


church; and the gates of Hades | 
shall not prevail against it. I) 


will give unto thee the keys of | 


the kingdom of heaven: and’ 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on| 
earth. shall be bound in heav- 
en; and whatsoever thou shalt | 


in heaven. Then charged he 


Protestants” these questions 
have been settled long ago. We do 
not have any perplexity about 
them, we have learned to go to 
the Word of God itself for the ex- 


|planation of its own terms. We 
| believe with Chillingworth that 
|““the Bible and the Bible alone is 


| the religion of Protestants” and so 
very much concerned 
about traditions or about the de- 


the disciples that they should | cisions of church councils or the 
tell no man that he was the | declarations of popes, fallible or 
Christ.” — MAttrHew 16:13- 20, | infallible. We turn from all these 


A.R.V. 


This passage 


contention, and of difference of 
opinion among theologians 
many years. In fact, ever since 
the third century of the Christian 
era there has been continual de- 


bate as to the exact meaning of a | o 
'questions from an altogether dif- 
For most of us commonly known | 


number of expressions used here. 


Sori Free 


of Scripture has | 
been the source of a great.deal of | 


to the Book itself. 


I have been reminded that this 
is not true of a great many people, 
people who are just as honest, I 


for | take it, just as eager to know what 


God’s will is, and just as desirous 
of doing His will as those of us 
who are called Protestants, but 
they have -been taught to decide 


(C ontint ued on page 4) 
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By the 


Every reader of The Sword of 


the Lord will be interested in the | 


following telegram: 


“NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA | 


“JANUARY 9 


“SWORD OF THE LORD 
PUBLISHERS 
“WHEATON, ILLINOIS 


“YOUR TRACT WHAT MUST 
I DO USED IN SALVATION 82 
SOULS LAST TRIP. CAN YOU 
SPARE 500 MORE? 


' “CHAPLAIN R L AKINS 
NORFOLK ARMY BASE 
NORFOLK VIR” 


Thank God for those eighty-two 
souls saved through the little 
booklet, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” used by this chaplain on 
| transports returning soldiers from 


Editor 


_—_—_—_——a 


the European theater to America! 
You may be sure that we rushed 
the 500 copies of the booklet to 
him by return mail. I pray that 
they may result in many of our 
precious men finding. the Saviour, 

Evangelist John Ferguson of 
Detroit, spends all of his time con- 
tacting chaplains and learning 
their needs in the way of gospel 
literature. We gave him permis- 
sion to send lists and samples of 
all my ten-cent booklets, and of 
Bible Facts About Heaven, as well 
as the little booklet, “What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?” So, besides the 
letters which we get from chap- 
lains directly, we are getting hun- 
dreds of requests for literature 
from chaplains whose requests are 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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Religion 


(Continued from Page 1) 


quently Scriptures are quoted. So 
all will admit that the lodges are 
religious. Masonry has a religion, 
but the religion of Masonry is not 
Christianity. Odd-Fellowship has 
a religion, though that religion is 
not Christianity. As far as I know, 
other secret orders are like these 
two mentioned. That seems a hard 
thing to say, that lodge religion is 
not Christianity but is rather an- 
tichristian and pagan. However, 
we will prove that this is true, 
prove it by the lodges themselves 
as well as by the Bible. 


In the Encyclopedia of Free- 
masonry in the Scottish Rite Ca- 
thedral in Dallas, I studied at 
length the Masonic teaching about 
whether or not Masonry is Chris- 
tian. This Masonic Encyclopedia 
was prepared by Dr.,Albert G. 
Mackey, famous Masonic author- 
ity. He was the Past General High 
Priest and Secretary General of 
the Supreme Council, 33rd for the 
Southern jurisdiction of the Unit- 
ed States, and it is said that he 
put more than ten years of labor 
on this work. The book is cer- 
tainly considered one of the best, 
if not the best authority on Ma- 
sonry. I quote here the article on 
“Religion” from page 619 (the 
pages may be different in older 
editions of the work.) 


“The religion of Masonry is 
not sectarian. It admits men of 
every creed within its hospit- 
able bosom, rejecting none and 
epproving none for his peculiar 
faith. It is not Judaism, though 
there is nothing in it to offend a 
Jew: it is not Christianity, but 
there is nothing in it repugnant 
to the faith of a Christian. Its 
religion is that general one of 
nature and primitive revelation 
~-handed down to us from some 
ancient and patriarchal priest- 
hocd—in which all men may 
agree and none may differ.” 


Note that this Masonic author- 
ity says, “The religion of Mason- 
ry is not sectarian.” And again, 
“It is not Christianity.” The re- 
ligicn of Masonry is not Christi- 
anity. “It admits men of every 
creed within its hospitable bosom, 
rejecting none and approving none 
for his peculiar faith.” 


What is the religion of Masonry, 
then? This Masonic authority says, 
“Its religion is thgt general one of 
nature and primitive revelation— 
handed down to us from some an-. 
cient and patriarchal priesthood’ 
—in which all men may agree and 
none may differ.” In other words, 
the religion of Masonry is not 
Christianity, not Judaism, but is 
that general religion of paganism 
which all heathen people have: 
And it is expressly stated that 
Christians may be received, but 
they are not approved for their 
peculiar faith! 

In this religion of Masonry, 
“there is. nothing in it to offend 
a Jew.” Therefore, Jesus Christ is 
left out. Masonry does not teach 
that He is the divine Son of God 
and that faith in Him is the only 
way to be saved. Masonry has no 
cross in it, no salvation by blood, 
and its religion is not Christianity, 
Masonic authorities themselves 
bearing witness. 

Dr. Mackey says elsewhere in 
the Encyclopedia of Freemasonry 
(page.152 of the edition publish- 
ed by Mose and Company of Phila- 
delphia in 1879): 

“Hutchinson and Oliver, I am 
constrained to believe, have 
fallen into great error in call- 
ing the Master Masons’ degree 
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| a Christian Institution. If Ma- 

sonry were simply a Christian 
Institution, the Brahmin, the 
Moslem and the Buddhist could 
not conscientiously partake of 
its illumination, but its univer- 
sality is its boast; in its lan- 
guage citizens of every nation 
may converse; at its altars all 
religions may kneel, and to its 
creed every faith may sub- 
scribe.” ; 

That is the religion of Masonry 
and it is not the Christian relig- 
ion, Masonry, says this Masonic 
authority so greatly revered 
among Masons, is not “a Christian 
Institution.” Church members 
who say that it is are mistaken, 
says this Masonic author. A Hin- 
du with his religion, or the Ma- 
hammedan with his, and the 
Buddhist with his, all feel alike at 
home in Masonry just as does the 
Jew who hates and rejects Christ. 


You can see at a glance, then, 
that the God of Masonry is not 
necessarily the God of the Bible. 
Any heathen deity, the god wor- 
shipped by any savage, would do 
as well for Masons. And the re- 
ligion of Masonry is no more 
Christian than it is Jewish, and 
no more Jewish than it is Moham- 
medan or Hindu or Buddhist, ac- 
cording to Masonic authorities 
themselves! Those familiar with 
Masonic literature will recognize 


nent. 


Odd Fellows may be surprised 
to know, if they are not familiar 
with the teachings of their order, 
that the official position of their 


4 lodge is the same. The Odd Fel- 


lows’ Manual, written by A. B. 
Grosh, says on page 297, “Juda- 
ism, Christianity, Mohammedan- 
ism recognize the only living and 
true God (page 298); followers of 
different teachers, ye are worship- 
ers of one God who is Father of 
all, and therefore ye are breth- 


L. Hunt in his pamphlet on Se- 
cret Societies, 
zeaux Brothers) is understood to 
have been endorsed by the Grand 
Lodge and so to be the expression 
of the lodge itself. Odd-Fellow- 
ships, then, recognize Judaism and 
Christianity and Mohammedanism 
all on the same plane, and recog- 


hammedanism as with 


equal 
lowship certainly is not Christi- 
anity, 


tian! 

The book, Heresies Exposed, 
compiled by William C.-: Irvine, 
(with an introduction by Dr. 
Louis T. Talbot, President -of the 
Los Angeles Bible Institute. and 
Pastor of the Great Church of 
the Open Door), is a most useful 
book on modern heresies. It. has a 
chapter on “Freemasonhfy,” by. W. 
Hoste, B.A. Mr. Hoste ¢alls atten- 
tion to the fact that “Freemaon- 
ry, viewed doctrinally, is Theoso- 
phy.” And to this sad fact, that the 
God of Masonry “is a composite 
deity—Jehovah, Baal; and On, or 
Osiris, rolled into one, under the 
initials J. B. O.” 


If this is true, Masonry is liter- 
ally idol worship. And remember, 
it is the boast of Masonry that its 
religion is the primitive religion 
of heathen people, the religion of 
any pagan who might have believ- 
ed in a Supreme Being! 

Read what Mr. Hoste says very 
carefully: 


“Freemasonry, viewed doctrin- 
ally, is Theosophy. But someone 
may interject, Does it’not speak 
of God, Christ, the Bible, etc.? 
Yes, like Theosophy, it is heavily 
camouflaged with scriptural ex- 


this teaching which is very promi- | 


ren.” This manual (quoted by Geo. | 


printed by Loi- | 


nize leaders of Judaism and Mo-| 
Christ. The religion of Odd-Fel- | 
and does not put Christ | 


above the false teaching of heath- | 
endom. The lodges are not Chris- | 
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pressions, but used in an unscrip- 
tural sense: Without doubt, in 
general its vocables are the same, 
but the god of Masonry at any rate 
is altogether other than the God 
of the Bible. He is a composite 
deity—Jehovah, Baal and On, or 
Osiris, rolled into one, under the 
initials J. B. O. Novitiates are kept 
in ignorance of this; they hear the 
descriptive title, ‘the Divine Ar- 
chitect,’ and imagine that it i§ the 
God of the Bible who is meant. 
Whereas, if Freemasonry be true, 
the very idol that Jezebel set up in 
‘defiance of Jehovah, and On—one 
of those gods of Egypt, against 
which Jehovah ‘executed judgment’ 
—share the Godhead with Him. 
Was it for nothing He gave the 
commandment, ‘Thou shalt have 
none other gods beside Me’ (Exod. 
20:3); and said, ‘My glory will I 
not give to another, neither My 
praise to graven images’ (Isa. 
42:8)? ‘Christ,’ too, is on the lips 
'of the Mason, but only in a list of 
heathen and mythical heroes— 
| Buddha, Vishmu, Baldur, Osiris, 
Adonis, etc.; all on the same plane, 
‘but different labels of the same 
idea.’ A niche has always been of- 
fered to Christ in ‘the world’s pan- 
theon,’ but He claims the Throne; 
‘Other foundation can’ no man lay 
than that is laid which is Jesus 
Christ’; ‘There is none other name 
under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.’ Christ 
‘in all things must have the pre- 
eminence’ (I Cor. 3:11; Acts 4:12; 
Col. 1:18).” 

The god of Masonry is not the 
God of Christianity. Masonry is an 
| unchristian religion, the opposite 

true Bible 


— 


| 


‘and the enemy of 
| Christianity. 


The Bible of the Lodges May Be 
the Koran or Any So-Called “Sa- 
cred Book” of Heathen Religions 
In the article on Bible on page 
104 of the Encyclopedia of Mason- 
ry by Mackey, so largely used by 
Masons everywhere, we find the 
usage of the Bible and the attitude 
toward the Bible of the secret or- 
ders and lodges. I copied from the 
Encyclopedia of Masonry in the 
'Scottish Rite Cathedral in Dallas 
a few years ago, this statement: 
“The Bible is properly called 
a greater light of Masonry, for 
from the center of the lodge it 
| pours forth upon the East, the 
| West and the South its refulgent 
| rays of Divine truth. The Bible 
is used among Masons as a sym- 
bol of the will of God, however 
it may be expressed, and there- 
fore, whatever to any people 
expresses that will, may be used 
as a substitute for the Bible in 
the Masonic Lodge. Thus, in a 
lodge consisting entirely of Jews 
the Old Testament alone may 
' be placed upon the altar, the 
Turkish Masons make use of the 
Koran. Whether it be the Gos- 
pels to the Christian, the Penta- 
teuch to thé Israelite, the Koran. 
to the Mussulman, the Vedas to © 
rithe Brahmin, it everywhere Ma- 
sonically conveys the sarne idea 
—that of the symbolismpof the 
Divine will revealed to man.” 
Masons, then, regard the Bible 
as only one of many sacred books, 
the ome. ds “good as the other, for 
Masonic; purposes. A Mohamme- 


preacher. The Hindu religion fits 
in as well with-Masonry as .does 
the Christian religion, so this Ma- 
sonic Encyclopedia plainly says. 

I have personally talked with 
Masons who have told me they 
were present in Masonic lodges in 
foreign countries when the sacred 
book, used as the greater light, was 
not the Bible, but the Koran, the 
sacred book of the Mohammedans. 

The above quotation is very im- 
portant. Notice that “The Bible is 
properly called a greater light of 
Masonry.”. It is only one of the 
great lights of Masonry. The 
square and compass rest on top 
of the Bible in the Masonic lodge. 
It is held equal to the Bible as far 
as Masonry is concerned. 

In a Masonic lodge the Bible is 
only a symbol. It had just as well 
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be the Koran, and it often is the 
Koran wherever there are Turks 
or others who are Mohammedans. 
It may be only the Vedas to the 
Brahmin, or Hindu. .The Vedas 
are the sacred writings of these 
heathen people. So the Bible does 
not mean in the Masonic lodge as 
furniture what it means to a Chris- 
tion. It is only “used among Ma- 


God, however it may be express- 
ed.” Certainly you can see that 
the lodge attitude toward the Bible 
is not the samé as_the Christian 
attitude toward the Bibles 

You preachers who join the 
lodges, you church miembers in 
the lodges, is the Koran as good 
as the Bible to you? Is the Bible 
to you only a symbol? Or is it 
really the very Word of God, dif- 
ferent from all the other books in 
the world, the very revelation of 
God Almighty? 

But the lodges quote from the 
Bible and refer to the Bible. Odd 
' Fellows make much of the parable 
of the good Samaritan. Masons 
use the Lord’s prayer and the 
twenty-third Psalm in their bur- 
ial services often. They quote oth- 
‘er Scriptures. But I remind you 
‘that Mary Baker Eddy quotes 
Scripture to prove her ungodly, 
_Christ-denying, so-called “Chris- 
tian Science.” Mormons quote 
Scripture to endorse their having 
of many wives, and recently I 
have found that even Spiritualists 
quote the Bible and announce 
themselves as ministers, and their 
group as churches! 

Satan himself quoted Scrip- 
tures in the temptation of our 
Saviour (Matt. 4:6). Jesuits and 
others used the Bible to justify 
the hellish inquisition and the 
murder of Christian martyrs. Yes, 
the lodges profess to use the Bi- 
ble, but actually the lodge reli- 
gion does not regard the Bible as 
the inspired and _ authoritative 
Word of God. The Bible is only a 
symbol in the lodges, only one of 
the great lights on the altar, and 
the Koran would do as well, they 
say, in countries where the Koran 
is revered. 

In a tract,:The Christian and 
Secret Societies, Rev. Wendell P. 
Loveless, nationally known Bible 
teacher, ex-chaplain of the Ma- 
sonic lodge at Wheaton, Illinois, 
tells of Masonry’s use of. the 
Scriptures as follows: 


; 


“Masonry’s Use of the 
Scriptures 


“Let me give you an example. 
In probably the best known of the 
secret orders extant today, lI re- 
fer to Masonry, the name of 
Christ is deliberately stricken out 
from the Scripture passages used 
in the rituals, where the name of 
Christ occurs in the Bible in those 
passages. This is also true of most 
other lodges. In the charge to be 
read at the opening of one of the 
degrees the following Scripture 
passage is given, ‘If so be ye have 
‘tasted that the Lord is gracious, 
to whom coming as unto a living 
stone, disallowed of men, but 
chosen of God, and precious, ye 
also aS living stones.be ye built 
up a spiritual houSe, an holy 
‘priesthood .to offer up sacrifices 


dan canbe as good a Mason as-a,} acceptable to God. Wherefore also 


ait is contained in the Scripture,’ 
fete. This is a quotation of First 
Peter 2:5, but please notice that 
the words ‘by Jesus Christ’ which 
occur in the Bible are omitted in 
the lodge ritual. It is not a mis- 
print; this passage is printed in 
this mutilated form in other rit- 
uals and not only that, but we are 
assured in a note on one of the 
passages that it is printed in this 
form purposely, for it says, “The 
passages are taken with slight but 
necessary modification, from the 
second chapter of the First Epistle 
of Peter.’ 

“Ts it a ‘slight modification’ to 
take out the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ from Scripture pas- 
sages Where it occurs? The name 
of Jesus Christ is deleted. We 
immediately see the terrible omis- 
realize that the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
the only name in which is salva- 
tion. 

“Another example is found in 
one of the other degrees, where 


‘|}Second Thessalonians 3:6 is 


quoted, ‘Now we command you, 
brethren, that ye withdraw your- 
selves from every brother that 


sons as a symbol of the will of 


walketh disorderly and not after 
the tradition which he received of 
us.’ The words ‘in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ’ are omitted in 
the ritual. ‘It originally reads, 
‘Now we. command you brethren, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye withdraw your- 
selves,’ etc. And then the use of 
Second Thessalonians 3:12, ‘Now 
Pthem that are such we command 
and exhort that with quietness 
they work, and eat their own 
bread.’ Here again the words ‘by 
our Lord Jesus Christ’ are omitted 
in the ritual.” (From The Chris- 
tian and Secret Societies, 5 cents, 
National Christian Association.) 
Fg0m many sources I am as- 
sured that this is Masonry’s way 
of quoting the Bible, but we use 
the above quotation because Rev. 
Loveless, so widely known now 
as a minister and Bible teacher, 
at the head of WMBI radio station 
in Chicago, was himself, a chap- 
lain in a Masonic lodge, having‘ 
been initiated into seven degrees. 
It must be apparent to the hon- 
est reader that the lodges do not 
use the Bible reverently as the 
very infallible revelation from 
God which it claims to be. Any- 
body who can mutilate the Bible, 
striking out the name of Jesus 


Christ and calling that a “slight 


but necessary modification,” in the 
use of Scripture, does not have 
the Christian view of the Bible. 
Surely the religion of the lodges 
is not the Christian religion. 


The Spirit of the Lodges Is the 


Opposite of the Spirit Com-. 


manded of Christians 


When I went for the first time 
into a lodge room, I was struck 
forcibly by, and the Holy Spirit 
of God in me was grieved at the 
attitude and spirit of men therein. 
I have mentioned elsewhere the 
levity about holy things, the pro- 
fane and careless use of God’s 
name, the oaths, and the associa- 
tion with unchristian and wicked 
men. But here let us mention fur- 
ther evidences that the spirit of 
the lodges is unchristian, not the 
spirit commanded in the Bible for 
Christian people. 

First, the secrecy of the lodges 
is the very opposite of the Great 
Commission. The lodge says, 
“Stay! We have wonderful spirit- 
ual lessons, lessons that subdue 


'the passions, lessons that incul- 
cate charity and virtue, lessons to 
fit men for Heaven. But tell them 


to.no one except lodge brothers, 
those who have paid for the right 
to hear. Tell not these lessons to 
your wife. -Tell them not to your 
son. Only persons of certain age 
and certain qualifications and cer- 
tain sex may join your lodge, and 
that only by paying money or 
having others pay it for him. To 
these only, if they be in good 
standing, having paid their dues, 
you may reveal the wonderful 
secrets that bless mankind.” 

How different is the command 
of the gospel! The command of 
Jesus is given in Mark 16:15 as 
follows: “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” Again He said, “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations” 
(Matt. 28:19). The last invitation 
in the Bible says, “The Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let 
him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). 

The contrast is great. The lodges 
say, “Keep the message secret.” 
But Jesus says, “Tell it abroad.” 
The message is not the same mes- 
sage and the spirit is not the same 
spirit, in the churches and in the 
lodges. 

There are those who would 
make us believe that John the 
Baptist, the apostle John, even 
Jesus Himself and other disciples, 
were members of secret orders. 
Masonic lodges are “dedicated to 
God and the holy saints John,” 
with shocking blasphemy. But the 
idea that Jesus or His disciples 
had anything to do with secret or- 
ders is wickedly false. Jesus Him- 
self said, “I spake openly to the 
world; I ever taught in the syna- 
gogue, and in the temple, whither 
the Jews always resort; and IN 
SECRET HAVE I SAID NOTH- 
ING” (John 18:20), 

Jesus said nothing in secret. He 


did no secret teaching and had no 


part in secret rites such as the 
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lodges have. How wonderful it 
would be if every preacher of the 
Gospel would follow the example 
of Jesus Christ in this matter. 
Secret things, hidden things, secret 
signs, passwords, grips, secret les- 
sons—these are not for the church 
and the Christian. The lodges in 
their secrecy are the very oppo- 
site of the spirit Christ command- 
ed in Christian people. The only 
reflection that was cast upon 
Joseph of Arimathaea was that 
his discipleship was “secretly for 
fear of the Jews,” Christians are 
exhorted by the Saviour not to 
hide their lighted candles under 
a bushel, but rather, “Let your 
light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven” (Matt. 5:15, 16). 


Again, the lodges shut out the 
poor. Lodge degrees cost money, 
lots of money. Lodge dues are 
heavy. During the depression 
years there was a great decrease 
in lodge membership in the 
United States because the lodges 
require such heavy fees. There- 
fore, the lodges do not have room 
for the poor. Many a man has told 
me that if he could save the 
money, he hoped to join the Ma- 
sons. And several lodges will not 
receive the lame or the blind, peo- 
ple with one arm or one leg. They 
may become objects of charity! 


But how different is the spirit 
of the Gospel, the spirit of Christ. 
Jesus, illustrating the gospel ap- 
peal, tells the story of a Man who 
sent out His servant to invite peo- 
ple to come to a great supper. 
When some would not come, the 
Master said to His servant, “Go 
out quickly into the streets and 
lanes of the city, and bring in 
hither the poor, and the maimed, 
and the halt, and the blind.” Yet 
there was more room. And the 
Lord said unto His servant, “Go 
out into the highways and hedges, 
and compel them to come in, that 
my house may be filled” (Luke 
14:21-23). Thousands of mission- 
aries go to the heart of Africa, live 
in huts with dirt floors among 
wild beasts, and teach naked sav- 
ages; or they go into the Interior 
of China, or to crowded India, or 
to the South Sea Islands. Mission- 


aries go to the lepers and die as, 


lepers that they might give the 
gospel to those who cannot pay! 
In every great city rescue mis- 
sions are open to find the drunk- 
ard and the harlot, the prodigal 
boy, the ex-convict, the down- 
and-outer, the dope fiend, and to 
bring them, if possible, to Jesus 


er, sister or daughter of the En- 
tered Apprentice or Fellow-Craft 
Mason, those who have had only 
the first or the first and second de- 
grees. Further, this obligation does 
not prevent the Mason from com- 
mitting adultery or fornication 
with the wife, mother, sister or 
daughtgr of a Master Mason, pro- 
viding he does not know them to 
be such. No, it is a very limited 
obligation, an obligation that pro- 
tects only those that he knows to 
be the wife, mother, sister or 
daughter of Master Masons. 


Is there anything in the Bible 
like that? 

Does Christianity anywhere 
teach that it is a special sin to 
commit adifltéry with a certain 
very special class who have paid 
for protection, perhaps, while it 
would not be such a sin to ruin 
the sister or daughter or wife or 
mother of one who has not paid in 
money for protection, nor entered 
into a covenant with one, that they 
will only seduce and ruin the 
wives, mothers, sisters dnd daugh- 
ters of outsiders? Agdfh, I say 
that the spirit and attitude of the 
lodges are unchristian, absolutely 
contrary to the spirit and teaching 
of Christ. 

Again, the proud and haughty 
arrogance of the lodges directly 
contradicts the humility com- 
manded of Christians. Jesus said 
in Matthew 23:5-12: 

“But all their works they do 
for to be seen of men: they make 
broad their phylacteries, and en- 
large the borders of their gar- 
ments. And love the uppermost 
rooms at feasts, and the chief 
seats in the synagogues, and 
greetings in the markets, and to 
be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 
But be not ye called Rabbi: for 
one is your Master, even Christ; 
and all ye are brethren. And 
call no man your father upon 
the earth: for ohne is your Fa- 
ther, which is in heaven. Neither 
be ye called masters: for one is 
your Master, even Christ. But 
he that is greatest among you 
shall be your servant. And who- 
soever shall exalt himself shall 
be abased; and he that shall 
humble himself shall be ex- 
alted.” 

Remember that Jesus is speak- | 
ing of the Pharisees, those self-| 
righteous hypocrites who out-| 
wardly appeared righteous to men 
but inwardly were full of all in- 
iquity, those who did not believe 
in being born again and would not 
submit to Christ as Saviour and 


for by their lodge brothers. 
motives are _ selfish. 
| again 


compare 
Jesus Christ? 
no thought for the morrow,” and 
again said, “Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added 
unto you” (Matt. 6:33, 34), surely 


or some other order in brilliant 
dress, do you think the haughty 
display fits in with the Scripture 
given above by our Saviour; the 
Lord Jesus Christ? The spirit of 
the lodges, I say, is not the spirit 
of Christianity. The religion of 
the lodges is not Christianity but a 
false and pagan and antichristian 
religion. ; 

Why do men join lodges? Is it 
to get out the gospel to the whole 
world? Is it to win souls? Is it 
to promote missions? Are the mo- 
tives of the lodges Christian mo- 
tives? 

Careful thought and investiga- 
tion will show that the principal 
motive of lodge membership is sel- 
fish. 


Men join lodges to gain ad- 
vancement politically. Masons, for 
example, are sworn to prefer Ma- 
sons above others in political mat- 
ters. Political candidates very 
often go about giving secret grips 
and signs to obtain support. When 
a widely known politician dies, 
note how many lodges he had 
joined and how high was his posi- 
tion in them as reported in. the 
papers! The man who was known 
as the most powerful politician in 
America, probably not excepting 
even the president in the first two 
terms of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s administration did 
much of his political work through 
his contact with lodge men. And 
lodge men want to elect lodge 
brothers to office so they may ob- 
tain favors or protection, or so the 
order may be exalted. I say the 
motive is usually selfish. 

Men join lodges expecting to get 
favors in business, and often do. 
Particularly, they expect to have 


help in times of financial distress, 


in old age, or in sickness. And they 
very generally hope that their 
widows and orphans will be cared 
The 
Again and 
preachers have excused 
themselves to me concerning their 


lodge affiliation, saying that they 
feared a time would come when 


they did not have friends, or when 
their wives and children would 


‘not have support if they did not 
join the lodges. 


This self-seeking, how does that 
with the teachings of 
He who said, “Take 


death of Christ-that man’s sins can 
be paid for, and only through faith 
in Him as Saviour that any man 
can be saved (John 3:16; I Cor. 
15: 3, 4; John 5:24; John 3:36). 
Christianity, then, must be cen- 
tered around Christ as the only 
begotten Son of God and the only 
way that we can approach God for 
salvation and the only way we can 
call upon God acceptably in pray- 
er. Christ Himself, as God, is the 
heart and center of Christianity. 


We have seen that to Mason- 
ry and to the Odd Fellows lodges, 
Christianity is on a par with Mo- 
hammedanism and Judaism, and 
Christ is on a par with heathen 
teachers. Now let us show.further 
that Christ as the only divine 
Saviour, with a yame above every 
name, is rejected and denied and 
crucified afresh in the lodges. 


George L. Hunt calls attention 
to this remarkable fact. The 
Grand Lodge of Odd Fellows for 
the State of Massachusetts asked 
the Sovereign Grand Lodge of the 
World on February 14th, 1889, 
this question, “Is it lawful for a 
chaplain to commence and finish 
his prayer in the name of Christ?” 
This is given in the report, page 
336. Presumably some Christian 
chaplain, accustomed to praying 
in the name of Christ as we are 
admonished to do in the Bible, had 
tried to do that in the lodge and 
was rebuked. Here is the answer 
of the Sovereign Grand Lodge of 
the World to Odd Fellows: 


“Our Order only requires a be- 
lief in the existence of the 
Supreme Being as a qualification 
for membership, and has no af- 
finity with any religious sect or 
system of faith: hence EVERY- 
THING. SAVORING OF SECT- 
ARIANISM IS NOT TO BE TOL- 
ERATED. The words ‘system or 
sect’ do not have reference merely 
to the sects within the pale of 
Christianity, but have a far broad- 
er significance and include all the 
religions of the world. In this 
sense Christianity is a sect; hence 
it is inexpedient, and I think un- 
lawful to make prominent refer- 
ences to it in lodge work. We have 
Jews, and may have Mohamme- 
dans and others of non-christian 
sects within our Order, and the 
rule applies to them equally with 
members of the Christian faith.” 

Remember this is in answer to 
the question, “Is it lawful for a 
chaplain to commence and finish 
his prayer in the name of Christ?” 
in an Odd Fellows lodge. The an- 


according to the Sovereign Grand 
Lodge of the World for Odd Fel- 
lows that “is not to be tolerated.” 
To Odd-Fellowship, Christianity 
is merely a sect, no better than the 
religion of Jews who believe that 
Christ is simply the bastard Son 
of a Jewish harlot, no better than 
Mohammedanism with its false 
prophet, Mohammed, which denies 
the deity of Jesus Christ. 

According to the above state- 
ment, then, the Order of Odd Fel- 
lows “has no affinity with any re- 
ligious sect or system of faith,” so 
it is certainly not Christian. It 
“only requires a belief in the ex- 
istence of the Supreme Being as a 
qualification for membership.” So 
Odd Fellows certainly are not re- 
quired to be born again. Any 
heathen who believes in some god 
could join that lodge and make a 
good member. 

Christian, how do you feel go- 
ing into a lodge where you may 
not pray in the name of Christ, 
where that is expressly forbid- 
den? How -do you feel being in a 
lodge where you must leave Christ 
outside lest you should offend 
those who hate Him and do not 
believe in Him, but who are just 
as good Odd Fellows as you? 

And please remember that that 
is the ruling of,the Sovereign 
Grand Lodge of the World for Odd 
Fellows. Could anything be 
plainer? 

The I1.0.0.F. was founded by 
Masons and there got its religious 
conceptions which are not the 
conceptions of Christianity. In 
Masonry, too, Christ is dishonor- 
ed. A few of the degrees, which 
are said to be taken from the Old 
Crusader’s ritual, mention Christ, 
the Saviour, etc., and that ritual 
was not changed to fit with the 
general conception of Masonry. 
But in Masonic degrees in general, 
and in Masonic literature, it is 
plainly taught that the religion of 
Masonry is the religion of Uni- 
tarianism, that is, a religion with- 
out a Saviour, a religion without 
the blood of Christ, a religion that 
does not call Jesus Christ, Lord. 

Repeatedly, from many, many 
sources I have heard that in Ma- 
sonic lodges it was not proper for 
people to pray in the name of 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
For instance, I have before me a 
statement by Mr. Wendell P. 
Loveless. He is a well-known 
Bible teacher and minister, head 
of radio WMBI, the full time radio 
station conducted by Moody Bible 
Institute in Chicago. Mr. Loveless 
was ex-chaplain of the Masonic 
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Christ. They are given food, they | Lord. They loved the chief seats,| would not claim the religion of | *W& is a definite “No.” Praying | lodge at Wheaton, Illinois, He 
are given the Gospel, they are| they loved special robes and en-| the lodges. The lodges are un- in the name of Christ would be says, . 

ministered to with tears and love! | larged borders on their garments.| christian and the religion of the| S@V°TIné of sectarianism,” and (Continued on Page 6.) 

I go in a few weeks to spend a| They loved to be called Rabbi and | lodges is not the Christian re- | sms LLANE TEL AA A i 
week in such a great gospel rescue Master. They exalted themselves. ; 


ligion, but a pagan, heathen, and 
But Jesus said that Christians, 


should not be so nor do so. Many, 
many times in the Bible Christians 


mission. In such a place I felt 
the call of God to preach. It is 
a vital part of Christianity that 


antichristian religion. 
Remember, I do not say that 
lodge members are not Christian. 
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Is Peter The Rock Upon 
Which The Church Is Built? 


(Continued from Page 1.) 
ferent standpoint. In the first 
place, they have been taught not 
to search the Bible themselves for 
direct instruction in regard to any 
doctrine. That may seem like a 
rather broad statement but I be- 
lieve that I can show you that it 
is true. They have been taught 
that inasmuch, as Saint Peter has 
told us that “no prophecy of the 
scripture is of any private inter- 
pretation” (2 Pet. 1:20), it 
very reprehensible thing for any 
individual Christian to sit down 
over the Bible itself depending on 
‘the Holy Spirit to open up the 
truth, without asking the help of 
the priesthood, of the councils of 
the church, of the fathers, and of 


others who are supposed to speak | 


with authority. 

The story is told of an Irishman 
who all of his life had been, as so 
many of his nation are, a member 
of the Roman Catholic Church. 
But someone had given him a New 
Testament and through reading it 
he had been brought to a saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He had learned that a man 
may have eternal life in this 
world and know it, and that he 
may have all his sins forgiven and 
be certain of it, that he need not 
go to any human intermediary but 
may go direct to the blessed Lord 
Himself to confess his sins and ob- 
tain forgiveness. The result of his 
study gave Patrick great joy and 
happiness. He did not know any- 
one like-minded with whom he 
could have Christian fellowship, 
so when others went to the parish 
church, he remained at home por- 
ing over the sacred pages of his 
New Testament, a Book which he 


had never seen before but which | 


now meant so much to him. Fin- 
ally the parish priest missed his 


he arranged to visit him. He came 
on a day when this happy convert 
was reading his New Testament, 
and as the priest entered the room, 
Patrick rose to meet him with the 
Book in his hand. “What book is 
that?” the priest inquired. 

And Patrick answered, “Well, 
sure and your Reverence, it’s the 
New Testament. 


“But, Patrick, don’t you know 
that that is not a book for an ig- 
norant man like you to be reading 
without instruction and help? You 
‘will be forming your own private 
judgment about things and mak- 
ing all kinds of mistakes and go- 
ing off into some heresy.” 

But Patrick said, “Well, sure, I 
have just been reading here, and 
it’s the blessed Apostle Peter says 
it, ‘As newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye 
may grow thereby’ (1 Pet. 2:2), 
and sure, your Reverence, I have 
just been born again and I am a 
babe in Christ and it is the milk 
I’m thirsting after and I am read- 
ing the Word to get it.” 

“That is very good, Patrick, but 
you need help and instruction, and 
the Almighty has appointed the 
clergy to be the milkmen; He has 
given them the knowledge of the 
truth, and when you want instruc- 
tion, you should come to the 
church and we will give it to you 
as you are able to bear it. You 
get to studying for yourself and 
you are sure to go wrong.” 

But Patrick replied, “Out there 
in the shed I have a cow and when 
I was sick some time ago, I had 
to hire a man to milk her and I 
soon found he was stealing half 
of the milk and filling the bucket 
with water; but when I got well, I 
discharged him and took to milk- 
ing me’own cow and now I am 
getting the rich cream. When I 
was depending upon you, it was 
milk and water stuff you were 
giving me; now, thank God, I am 
milking me own cow and it’s the 
cream of the Word I am getting.” 

Another story is told of a little 
lad sitting on tne curb in Johan- 
nesburg, in South Africa, reading 
a New Testament, when the priest 
passed by and, recognizing him as 
a child of a family belonging to 
his flock, said, “My boy, what is 
that book you are recdirg?’ 


is al.,. 
'tians are not capable of reading | 


the Word of God and getting the | 


—) 


“It is the New Testament, fath- 
er,” he said. 

“But that is not for an ignorant 
little boy like you to be reading.” 

The lad replied, “Sure, but I 


have a search warrant to read it.” 


“A search warrant! Why, what 
do you mean?” 

“It says here, ‘Search the Scrip- 
tures,’ and so I am after doing 
what I am told.” 

How can anyone say that Chris- 


mind of the Lord when the Holy 


Spirit has been sent from heaven | 


for the express purpose of open- 
ing the truth to those who hon- 
|estly seek that truth and are pre- 
pared to walk according to it? 
Our blessed Lord said of the 
Holy Spirit, “But the Comforter, 
'which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
'the Father will send in My name, 
He shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you” (John 14:26). Imagine 
a man cast out on a desert island 
with nothing but a copy of the 
Bible: no teacher, no clergyman, 
‘no priest, mo church, no other 
_ books of any kind to instruct him. 
| Do you mean to say that that man 
\is left without the possibility of 
acquiring sufficient truth for the 
saving of his soul because he is 
\beyond the reach of the visible 
church? Surely not. Wherever a 
'man honestly seeks to know the 
/mind of God, the Holy Spirit is 
there to reveal the truth to him. 
| They tell us that we must not 
| use private judgment but must ac- 
cept the judgment of the councils 
,and the church. But how are we 
'going to decide to accept that? 
Must I not use my private judg- 
/ment and decide that I will forego 


ccatuietle Gaieiohah tenctohl | the reasonings of my own intellect 

c UL parisnioner, So _and let the councils tell me what 
| to believe? 
private judgment? 


After all, is that not 


reading Cardinal Newman’s Apol- 
ogia Pro Vita Sua years ago. He 


| tells how up to the day that he de- 


cided to submit himself to the 
Church of Rome and accept the 


dicta of that church as his guide, | 
he had very grave doubts of many | 
| of the so-called Catholic doctrines, 


} 


such as the position given to the 
| pope, the place given to the bless- 
'ed virgin Mary, the doctrine of 
|purgatory, the intercession of 
|Saints, and so on, but he said, 
| “When I decided to submit my 
| Judgment to the church, all these 
|things were settled for me.’ But 
| do you not see, he had to make the 
decision himself? Was not that 
private judgment? I have inves- 
'tigated these things. I have read 


‘much Roman Catholic theology, I 


; 


have examined a great many vol- 


umes put out by Roman Catho- | 


|lic publishers, and after having 


|compared them with the Word of. 


God, my private judgment tells 
me that I dare not trust the sal- 
vation of my soul to the decision 
of popes or councils if they go con- 
trary to the Book. I am resting 
upom® what this Book reveals as to 
God’s way of salvation, and if it 
tells me that Peter is the rock on 
which the church is built and 
that there is no salvation except 
for those who are in the church 
founded by Peter, I want to know 
it, but I must find out from the 
Book. 

Now, let us examine the ac- 
count given in Matthew 16. Our 
blessed Lord was nearing the end 
of His testimony here on earth. 
He had been practically rejected 
by Israel and was looking out upon 
the great world of Gentiles. That 
is what is implied in the thirteenth 
verse, “When Jesus came into the 
coasts of Caesarea Philippi.” Cae- 
sarea Philippi was the first great 
Gentile city just north of the land 
of Palestine, about twenty miles 
beyond the border of Palestine, 


- 
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and Jesus had gone up into the 
northernmost part of Galilee and 
was looking out toward that great 
Gentile world thinking of the un- 
told millions who were still in their 
sins to whom His salvation was yet 
to come, the men for whom He was 
soon to die, and He realized that 
so much depended upon men hav- 
ing a correct understanding of the 
truth of His person. You will no- 
tice in the New Testament that 
invariably faith is linked with the 
| person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Only in one instance does it seem 
to be linked especially with His 
work. Links of faith with His per- 
‘son are: “He that believeth on 
him is not condemned”; “Believe 
'on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved”: 
all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden and I will give you rest”; 
“Took unto me and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth: for I 
am God, and ther€ is none else.” 
It is the person that saves, and 
trusting Him we go on to learn 
more of His wonderful work, but 
we begin with faith in Christ Him- 
self. And so He turned to His dis- 
ciples and interrogated them in 
this way: “Whom do men say that 
I the Son of man am?” And they 
told Him what the common report 
had been. “Some say that thou art 
John the Baptist.” This, you recall, 
was Herod’s first reaction when 
told of His miracles and testimony. 
Others said He was Elias, for it is 
written, “I will. send you Elijah 
the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord” (Mal.:4:5). Some said He 
‘was Jeremiah, for some of the 
‘rabbis held that Jeremiah was the 
unnamed sufferer of Isaiah 53. 
And others said he was at least a 
prophet. Then the Lord asked the 
question directly, “But whom say 
ye that I am?” Oh, how we honor 
Simon Peter for his great confes- 
sion, “Thou art the Christ, the Son 


of the living God.” Does the 
Church of Rome honor Simon 
Peter? They cannot honor him 


more than I do. I thank God for 
his wondrous testimony and for 
the ministry of this great servant 
of the Lord; but I would not think 


“Come unto me | 


' 
} 


| 


' 


cils and to church traditions. Saf- 
er to go to Peter than to Christ! 
Every Christian has the same 
revelation. It is God the Father’s 
revelation to every trusting soul 
and we get it through the media- 
torial work of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Then the Lord adds, “And I say 
unto thee, That thou are Peter 
(a piece of rock, a rock-like man 
if we dare paraphrase) and upon 
this rock I will build my church.” 
What rock? Upon Peter? No, not 
upon Peter. Then what rock? Let 
one of the greatest doctors of the 
church tell us, if they insist that 
we must not use our own private 
judgment in determining the 
meaning of Holy Scripture. 
Augustine, of whom there is no 
greater doctor in all the church, 
in his comment on this verse, says, 
“So, then, Christ, not Peter, is the 
rock on which the church is built.” 
Clearly, what our Lord is saying 
is, “This glorious revelation the 
Father has given to you, Simon 
Peter; this great truth that you 
have confessed—upon this rock I 
will build my church and the gates 
of hell—the gates of hades—shall 
not prevail against it.” 


vate judgment.” Let me turn, then, 
to an authentic letter written by 


St. 


Himself had said anything earlier 
that might suggest the exact mean< 
ing of this text. Turn back to the 
seventh chapter of Matthew's gose 
pel, verse 24 to.25, “Thenefore , 
whosoever heareth these sayings * 
of mine, and doeth them, I will 
liken him unto a wise man, which 
built his house upon a rock.” What 
rock was that? It was the rock 
Christ Jesus, for the man who 
built upon that rock was the man 
who kept His sayings. Turn to the 
writings of the apostle Paul, the 
first Epistle to the Corinthians, 
chapter three, and let us see whe~ 
ther we have any light as to the 
rock upon which the chureh is 
built. In verses 9 to 11 we read: 
“For we are labourers together 
with God: ye are God’s husbande 
ry, ye are God’s building. Ac- 
cording to the grace of God which 
is given unto me, as a wise master- 
builder, I have laid the foundation, 
and another buildeth thereon. But 
let every man take heed how he 
buildeth thereupon. For other 
foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
Is there any question as to what 
that means? Do you need a church 


‘council to expound this to you? 


You say, “But that is your pri-| , 
4 tell you the meaning of the words, 


‘the Apostle Peter himself and | 
learn from him what he under- 


stood the Lord to mean that day. 


Undoubtedly, if he understood the 


that Simon Peter was a sufficient | 


rock upon which the church 
could be built. I find as I read on 
in the Word that there was too 
-much frailty, too much failure, too 
much sin in Simon Peter 
to rest my soul on him, but I do 


honor him as the first one who 
made this great confession, one 


‘in which I gladly join, “Blessed 
Lord, Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” 
answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona; 
for 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven.” 

It is always a divine revelation 
when one is brought to a saving 
knowledge of Christ. It is not 


arrive at this conclusion by any 
intellectual process alone. There 


for me | ' 
sacrifices, 


“And Jesus | 


Lord to say that the church was 
to be built upon him, he would 
tell us so. Popes today are not at 
all bashful about telling us that 
there is no salvation outside the 
church that is built on Peter and 
that they are Peter’s successors. 
If Simon Peter believed that, he 
certainly would not leave his dis- 
ciples in any doubt regarding it; 
he would tell them the truth about 
a matter like this. 1 Peter 2: 1-7: 
“Wherefore laying aside all 
malice, and all guile, and hypocri- 
sies, and envies, and all evil 
speakings, as newborn babes, de- 
sire the sincere milk of the word, 
that ye may grow thereby: if so be 


ye have tasted that the Lord is 


Do you need an infallible pope to 


“Other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ”? But let us look else- 
where—the second chapter of the, 
Epistle to the Ephesians, verses | 
19 to 22: “Now therefore are 
no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God; and 
are built upon the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief cor- 
ner stone.” We do not read here, 
“Simon Peter himself being the 
chief corner stone.” It should 
read that way if the other teach- 
ing is correct. But it reads, 
“Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone; in whom all 


ye 


the buildgag fitly framed together 


gracious. To whom coming, as unto | 


a living stone, rejected indeed of 
men, but chosen of God, and pre- 


cious, ye also, as lively stones, are | 


built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is 
contained in the Scripture, Be- 


of God through the Spirit.” 


groweth unto an holy temple in 
the Lord: in’ whom ye also are 
builded together for an habitation 
And 
so, whether you listen to Simon 
Peter, to the blessed Lord Himself, 


or to His servant, the Apostle 
Paul, you will find that ‘the 
_Church’s one foundation is not a 


hold I lay in Sion a chief corner | 


stone, elect, precious: and he that| poe, and upon fhis rock I will 


believeth on him shall not be con- 
founded. Unto you therefore which 


believe he is precious: but. unto 


flesh and blood hath not re- | 


them which be disobedient, the 
stone which the builders disallow- 


ed, “the same is made the head of | 
the corner.” 


Peter tells us that God is build- 


ing a house and this house rests 


merely a natural thing. We do not | 


living stone is Christ! 


j 
'and whatsoever thou shalt 


foundation upon whom this glori- | 


must be a work in the soul by the | 


Holy Spirit of God before people 
can recognize the true blessedness 
of our Lord Jesus. “Flesh and 
blood hath not revealed 


it unto | 


thee, but my Father which is in| 


heaven.” Because of this a Roman 
Catholic theologian has declared, 
“It is evident from these words 
that our Lord wishes us to under- 
stand that Simon Peter had se- 
crets with the Father in which 
Christ Himself did not share. 
Therefore, we can conceive of cir- 
cumstances where it might be 
safer to go to Peter or to his suc- 
cessors than to Christ Himself.” 
That is the conclusion that one 
came to when he swung away 
from the plain testimony of the 
Word of God and subjected his 
mind to the decisions of the coun- 
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ous house rests. This house is the 


cHurch of the living God. Peter 


further tells the members of that 


church that they are living stones, 


built upon this foundation. Does 
not that exactly correspond with 
our Lord’s words to Peter on the 
coasts of Caesarea Philippi: ‘Pe- 
ter, you are a rocklike man and 
you are built upon this rock, the 
confession that I am the Son of 
the living God?’ 

Let us see whether other apos- 
tles understood it that way. But 
first let us ask whether our Lord 


| 


' 


upon. a living stone and that the | !t 


He is the | 


' grief. 


man, however noble or excellent 
he may be, but Christ Himself. 
But, then, what of the other 
things that the Lord said to Peter? 
“T say unto thee, That thou art 


build my church; and the gates of 
hades shall not prevail against it. 
And I will give unto thee the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: 
loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
is assumed that Peter is the 
rock upon which the Church is 
built and that the church built 
upon Peter will never come to 
In other words, the church 
built upon Peter is an outward 
organization. But it is perfectly 
clear that the Church is a great 
spiritual company, not necessarily 
visible to men but one that in- 
cludes all real believers, and 
against that Church the gates of 
hell shall never prevail. 

But did not the Lord say unto 
Peter, “I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven’’? 
Therefore, has He not committed 
to Peter the right to close the doors 
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Ils Peter The Rock Upon 
Which The Church Is Built? 


of heaven against any who do not 
submit to him and to open to those 
who do? That is what is com- 
monly thought in Romanist circles. 
But observe, the Lord did not say 
to Peter, ‘I will give unto thee 
the keys of heaven.’ Christ never 
gave the keys of heaven to Peter 
or to anyone else. He did say, “I 
will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven.” But is not 
the kingdom of heaven heaven it- 
self? Most certainly not! The king- 
dom of heaven is the sphere on 


earth where the Lordship of Christ | 


is acknowledged, even though some 
in that-sphere are unreal. It is 
what we call Christendom. Look 
at one of the outstanding parables 
of that kingdom for proof that it 


includes faithless professors as 
well as true believers: 

“Then shall the kingdom of 
heaven be likened unto ten vir-| 


gins, which took their lamps, and 


went forth to meet the bridegroom. | 


And five of them were wise, and 
five were foolish. They that were 
foolish took their lamps, and took 
no oil with them: but the wise 
took oil in their vessels with their 
lamps. While the bridegroom tar- 


ried, they all slumbered and slept. | 


And at midnight there was a cry 
made, Behold, the bridegroom 


cometh; go ye out to meet him.) 


Then all those virgins arose, and 
trimmed their lamps. And the 
foolish said unto the wise, Give 
‘us of your oil; for our lamps are 
gone out. But the wise answered, 
saying, Not so: lest there be not 
enough for us and you: but go ye 
rather to them that sell, and buy 
for yourselves. And while they 
went to buy, the bridegroom came: 
and they that were ready went in 
with him to the marriage: and the 
door was shut. Afterward came 
also the other virgins, saying, Lord, 
Lord, open to us. But he an- 
swered and said, Verily I say unto 
you, I know you not. Watch there- 
fore, for ye know neither the day 
nor the hour wherein the Son of 
man cometh.” (Matt. 25: 1-13). 
Is that heaven? Surely not. The 
kingdom of heaven is the sphere 
on earth of Christian profession. 
When Christ said, “I will give unto 
thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven,” 


the door of the kingdom of heaven, 
first to the Jews and then to the 
Gentiles. On the day of Pentecost 


it was he who opened the door of | 


faith to the Jews, and in Cornelius’ 


house it was Peter who opened the | 
Now | 


door of faith to the Gentiles. 
that the door is open, it stands 
ajar and whosoever will may en- 
ter in. 

Did not the Lord give special 


pent: of his sin, the Church is 
authorized to bind his sin upon 
him and put him away from ‘her 
fellowship. If he comes back a 
broken-hearted man, confessing 
his sin and failure, the Church is 
authorized to-forgive him and re- 
ceive him back into her fellow- 
ship. In that sense the Church 
has been binding and loosing all 
down through the centuries. 

But someone says, “Surely, 


it was because of Peter’s | 
great confession, and he was to. 
have the signal honor of opening | 


Peter had some special place over 
and above others.” Turn again to 
his own epistle, I Peter 5:1, “The 
elders which are among you I ex- 
hort, whom am also an elder.” 
Think ef that for a moment. A 
literal translation would be, “The 
'presbyters among you I exhort, 
who am a co-presbyter,”’ or one 
on the same level as the rest. If 
Simon Petér was ever pope, he 
never knew it, 
himself as a “co-presbyter” with 


Jews dissembled likewise with 
him; insomuch that Barnabas also 
was carried away with their dis- 
simulation.” The Greek word is 
“hypocrisy.” The apostle Peter is 
here branded as acting the part 
of a hypocrite. The Church built 
on one who, for a time, became 
guilty of hypocrisy and whose in- 
fluence was so bad that it misled 
others so that even Barnabas was 
carried away by the hypocrisy! 
And Paul goes on to say: 

“When I saw that they walked 
not uprightly according to the 
truth of the gospel, I said unto 
Peter before them all, If thou, 
being a Jew, livest after the man- 


Jews, 


ner of Gentiles, and not as do the 
why compellest thou the 


: . 
| Gentiles to live as do the Jews? 


for he speaks of) 
} 


We who are Jews by nature, and 
not sinners of the Gentiles, know- 


'ing that a man is not justified by 
'the works of the law, but by the 
faith of Jesus Christ, even 
have believed in Jesus Christ, that 


| 


' 
| 
' 


priests of Rome have today, when|in the clearest possible language 
He said to them, as recorded in| he showed that all men who trust 


John 20, “Receive ye the Holy | 


in the Lord Jesus Christ have re- 


Ghost: whose soever sins ye re-| mission of sins. “To him give all 
mit, they are remitted unto them; | the prophets witness, that through 


and whose soever sins ye retain, 
they are retained” (John 20: 22 


and 23)? Did not the Lord give’ 


unto His apostles as the first 
bishops of the Church special au- 
thority to forgive and to retain 
sins? The best way to answer 
that question is to see whether we 
can find an explanation of remis- 
sion of sins from somebody who 
was there. When we turn to the 


tenth chapter of Acts, we get just 


such a testimony. Peter, preach- 
ing in the home of Cornelius, 
said, “And we are witnesses of all 


land of the Jews. and in Jerusa- 
lem: whom they slew and hanged 


on a tree: him God raised up the 


we | 


: 5 ole , ’ 
we might be justified by the faith 


of Christ, and not by the works of 
the law: for by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified.” 
| Here, then, we see 


ing, sinning, needing repentance; 


all the rest of the elders in the | surely unfit to be the rock on 


Church of God! 
place of authority over them. 


What a solemn thing it is when 


you turn back to the sixteenth 
chapter of Matthew to find that 
‘within a short time after mak- 
ing his confession, Peter proved 
an 
| guide: 


| “From that time forth began 
Jesus to show unto his disciples, 
|how that he must go unto Jerusa- 
-lem, and suffer many things of 
'the elders and chief priests and 
'scfibes, and be killed, and be 
raised again the third day. 
|Peter took him,and began to re- 


| 
_buke him, saying, Be it far from 


| . | 
| thee, Lord: this shall not be unto | 


| thee.” 

| Is this Peter an infallible pope, 
rebuking Christ and saying: “Be 
/it far from thee, Lord; this shall 
not be unto thee’? But Jesus turn- 


ed and said to Peter. “Get thee | 


behind me, Satan: for thou are an 
| offence unto me: for thou savour- 
est not the things that be of God 
but those that be of men.” Is the 
church built on a man that Christ 
‘called Satan? What a 
‘church that would be! 

having an open-air meeting years 
ago out West. A friend of mine 
was preaching most earnestly, 
and a great big Irishman, half 
drunk, stepped out and tried to 
break up our meeting. He kept 
‘shouting out as he followed the 
preacher, with his fists doubled, 
“What did the Lord say to Peter? 
Why don’t you tell us what the 
Lord said to Peter? That is what 


was preaching perhaps did not 
have wit enough to answer him 
quickly and so tried to go on with 


absolutely untrustworthy | 


Then | 


strange | 
We were. 


we want to know.” The man who. 


He assumed no} which the Church is built. 


The whole tradition about Peter 
_ being in Rome and being the first 
“pope is absolutely unsubstan- 
tiated. According to.a tradition 
that had its rise in the latter part 
of the second century after Christ, 
we are 
Rome in 42 A.D. and founded the 
church there and then remained as 
bishop of Rome until 67 A.D., 


him 
sins.” 
Peter fail- 


| 


; 
’ 


' 


' 


i 


told that Peter went to/§ 


’ 
; 


when he was martyred, led out of'| 


the city to be crucified. They were 
going to crucify him in the ordi- 


nary way, but he said, ““No, I de-| 


nied my Lord once, I 
' worthy to be crucified as He was. 


am not 


Crucify me with my head down- | 


of knowing whether he was 
Rome to be crucified or not. There 
; . 
'does seem to be a measure of 


ward.” Tradition says he was cru- | 
cified that way. We have no way | 
in 


testimony that would intimate that | 


possibly this is true, but when 


they tell_us that he was in Rome | 


from 42 A.D. to 67 A.D., we have 
positive evidence to the contrary, 


because those very years are Ccov- | 


ered largely by the book of Act. 

We know that Peter was not in 
tome in 50 A.D., because in that 
year the apostle Paul with Barna- 
bas went up to Jerusalem, and 
the council of Jerusalem decided 
'that the Gentiles did not have to 
be circumcised and keep the law 
of Moses to be saved. Peter was 


' 
there, and the apostle Paul says | 
that after discussing things it was | 
decided at that council that Peter 


should work among the Jews and 
Paul among the Gentiles. Just 
imagine Peter, as Bishop of Rome, 
la great Gentile city, after it was 


definitely settled at Jerusalem that | 


|his work was to be among the 


|his preaching, but a very dignified | Jews. 


|looking friend, a_ typical 


New | 


Peter could not have been ‘in 


authority to Peter when he said | Englander, standing next to me,}| Rome in 58 A.D., for in that year 
“Whatsoever thou shalt bind on | listened until he could not stand | Paul wrote the epistle to the Ro- 


earth shall be bound in heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heav- 
en”? He did give authority to 
Peter, but the same* authority is 
given to the entire Church. In the 
eighteenth chapter of Matthew’s 
gospel, verses 15 to 18, he is speak- 
ing of any who offend, and he 
says: 

“Moreover if thy brother shall 


- trespass against thee, go and tell 


him his fault between thee and 
him alone: if he shall hear thee, 
thou hast gained thy brother. But 
if he will not hear thee, then take 
with thee one or two more, that 
in the mouth of two or three wit- 
nesses every word may be estab- 
lished. And if he shall neglect to 
hear them, tell it unto the church: 
but if he neglect to hear the 


-church, let him be unto*thee as an 


heathen man and a publican. Ver- 
ily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye 
shall bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall 
loose'on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.” 

_ds this authority given particu- 
larly to Peter? Not at all, it is 
Siven to the Church of God as a 
whole. What is the meaning of 
this passage? If a professing 
T™ember of the Church, of God 
falls into sin, he is to be carefully 
dealt with, and if he will not re- 


|it any longer. He stepped up to 
'this fellow and said, 


} 
; 


Satan; and the man. almost 
dropped in his tracks. He wanted 
him to say, “I give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven,” 
and he forgot that the Lord said 
to Peter, “Get thee behind me, 
Satan.” 

Long after the day of Pentecost, 
when one would have thought 
that Peter would have been ut- 
terly beyond failure, that he could 
have been trusted in everything, 
we find that he turned aside from 
the truth for a time. In Galatians 
2: 11 we read, “But when Peter 
was to come to Antioch, I with- 
stood him to the face, betduse he 
was to be blamed.” What do you 
think would happen if one of the 
bishops should withstand the pope 
to his face in the presence of all 
the rest of them? But the apostle 
Paul did not recognize-any su- 
periority in Peter; he did not see 
in him the head of the Church or 
the rock on which the Church 
was built; but saw him misbehav- 
ing and said, “I withstood him to 
the face, because he was to be 
blamed. For before that- certain 
came from James, he did eat with 
the Gentiles: but when they were 
come, he withdrew and separated 


> 9? 


himself, fearing them which were 
of the circumcision. And the other 


“The Lord | 
said to Peter, ‘Get thee behind me. | 


/Mans and sent greetings to a great 
many people, but there was not a 
solitary reference to Peter’s pres- 
ence in Rome. Neither could he 
have founded the church there, 
because Paul was to go there, and 


he stated himself that he did not | 
: E 
tion. The. work there was com- |= *« 


| 


build upon another man’s founda- 


menced without any apostle. 
Peter was not in Rome in 61 
A.D. to 63 A.D., for in those years 
Paul was there in prison, and he 
wrote those four wonderful pri- 
son letters, and there is not the 
Slightest recognition of Peter’s 
presence in any of them. Paul 
sent greetings to other Christians, 
and you can imagine how ready 
he would have been to say, “And 
Peter, the apostle of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, sends. greetings.” 
But Peter was not there, so he 
could not send greetings. We have 
some letters from Peter which 
were written between 60 A.D. and 
67 A.D., and the second of these 
was written from Babylon, where 
he was laboring among the dis- 
persed of Israel. We have not the 


slightest evidence that he was 
ever in Rome unless he went there 
just before his death. He was 


never a bishop of Rome. We can 
be very certain of this. 

Did not our Lord give to Peter 
and also to the other apostles spe- 


cial authority, such as only the 


' 
| 


third day, and showed him open- 
ly” (verses 39 and 40). And now 
verse 43: “To him give all the 
prophets witness, that through 
his name whosoever believeth in 
shall receive remission of 
How does Peter proclaim 
remission of sins? Through faith 
in Christ. If Jesus had given to 
Peter and to the rest of the apos- 
tles the authority to forgive sins, 
when men came and made their 
confession, Peter would have said 
to Cornelius, “To him give all the 
prophets ~witness, that through 
certain authorized ministers of 
his you may receive remission of 
sins. If you will come and make 
a good confession and do proper 
penance, your sins will be for- 
given.” But this was not the case: 


dresses 
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his name whosoever believeth in 
him | 
sins.” So Peter proclaimed remis-~- 


shall receive remission of 
sion of sins through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

I come to you as a genuine suc- 
cessor of Peter; I come to you in 
the direct apostolic order. All 
down through the ages saints of 
God have been following in the 
line of the apostles; and as a 
Christian minister 1 say to you, 
by divine authority, if you want 


remission of sins, come to Jesus, 
‘not to a priest; acknowledge your 
things which he did both in the | 


guilt to Jesus; tell Him you are 
the sinner for whom He died, and 
I dare declare to you on the au- 
thority of the Son of God, when 
you do that, you have remission 
of sins. for Jesus says, “Whose so- 
ever ye remit, they are re- 
mitted.” If you refuse to come, if 
you not turn to Christ, your 
sins remain upon you for all eter- 
nity, for Jesus says, “Whose so- 
ever sins ye retain, they are re- 
tained.” If you are a weary, sin- 
sick soul, anxious to enter into 
peace with God, come to Christ 
and find salvation in Him. 
(From the book Divine Priori- 


Sins 


do 


| ties, copyright by Fleming H. Re- 


vell Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 10, New York. Used by 
permission. This book of nine ad- 
by Dr. Ironside may be 
had for $1.25 from the publishers 
or from The Sword of the Lord, 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, January 25, 1946 


Dr. Clifford Lewis Has 


Blessed Results 


The following word has come 
to us from the Rev. Joseph M. 
Stowell concerning the ministry 
of Evangelist Clifford Lewis who 
recently conducted a meeting in 
the church of which he is pastor: 


“Dr. Clifford Lewis of Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, completed a two 
and one-half week revival series 
on December 9th at the First 
Baptist Church, Bay City, Mich- 
igan. 

“Forty-nine people confessed 
Christ through the effort, nine 
backsliders were restored, and a 
number of young people dedi- 
cated their lives to Christ for 
service. Pastor Stowell baptized 
seven people the closing night of 
the meetings and three others 
presented themselves for church 
membership by letter.” 


Evangelist F. A. Wirth in 
Carpenter, Ohie 


Evangelist F. A. Wirth reports a 
blessed victory in the First Bap- 
tist Church of Carpenter, Ohio. 
He writes: 

“Twenty came for salvation, 
most of them grown people. 
Many came to reconsecrate their 
lives to Jesus. Thirteen came 
forward for baptism.” 

Brother Wirth also said that 
God gave a glorious victory over 
worldliness and sin in the church. 


Evangelist Kenneth Chapman 
Reports an Unusual Meeting 


Evangelist Kenneth Chapman 
of Columbus, Kentucky, writes: 


“T am writing concerning a 
wonderful revival which the Lord 
gave us at Egypt Grove Church 
near Hocomo, Missouri. This is 
a country church with no pastor 
at this time. In fact they have 


By Evangelist Robert J. Wells, 
Associate Editor 


understand it. _Thes—do have a 
regular Sunday School and three 
different preachers come and 
preach once a month each. 


“While in a revival meeting at 
Amy, Missouri, some of the people 
from this place asked me to con- 
duct a revival in their community 
this fall. I agreed, and when I 
found out more about it, I came 
with some misgivings. The meet- 
ing started Navember 6. The first 
week there was little interest, but 
several were deeply convicted 
Sunday night, November 11, two 
young people were saved. Mon- 
day night it. rained and things 
were very discouraging, but Tues- 
day night interest picked up, and 
fourteen were gloriously saved, 
and things went well from then 
on. It.was decided to extend the 
meeting one week and when we 
closed November 25, there had 
been fifty-three definite con- 
versions. Forty-five had dedi- 
cated their lives to the Lord, 
making a definite decision to fol- 
low Him all the way and to put 
Christ first in everything. Twenty 
young people had surrendered to 
full-time service wherever the 
Lord might lead. So in all, there 
were 118 definite moves for Christ 
made in this meeting in a country 
church. A large number of the 
converts were high school stu- 
dents. Several fathers and moth- 
ers were saved, some with grown 
children. I am praising the Lord 
for the salvation of three school 
teachers. One of them was a 
young man of twenty-one. His 
mother was gloriously saved just 
a few nights before he was.” 


Evangelist Jesse M. Hendley 
Reports Another Great Victory 
In a recent report from Brother 


Jesse M. Hendley of Atlanta, 
Georgia, he writes: 


“God gave us a glorioéus two 
weeks with Brother James Grover 


never had a regular pastor, as 1} 


at Calvary Baptist Church in 


J Moody Founder's Week 


Conference | 


Diamond anniversary for Moody | 
Bible Institute, Chicago, will be 
celebrated in a special ten-day ses- 
sion of the fortieth Founder’s 
Week Conference, February 4 “to 
13. Three extra days have been 
added to accommodate the more 
than 50 outstanding speakers and 
musicians on the program. 


An unusual feature will be the 
Moodyana exhibit, assembled after 
months of extensive research. Rare 
books, letters, and many articles 
connected with the early history 
of the Institute and its renowned 
founder, Dwight L. Moody, will be 
on display. The conference com- 
memorates the 109th anniversary 
of Moody’s birth. 


Former students are prominent 
on the list of speakers, which in- 
cludes Bible teachers, pastors, 
evangelists and missionaries, com- 
ing from all parts of the United 
States and Canada. Some of the 
outstanding names on the roster) 
are the Rev. Robert G. Lee, D.D., 
pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Memphis; the Rev. Vance Havner, 
southern Bible teacher and evan- 
gelist; the Rev. T. Leonard Lewis, 
D.D., president of Gordon College, 
and the Rev. Harold J. Ockenga, 
D.D., pastor of Park Street Church, 
Boston; the Rev. Louis T. Talbot, 
D.D., president of Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles; the Rev. John W. 
Bradbury, D.D., editor of Watch- 
man-Examiner; the Rev. William 
Ward Ayer, D.D., pastor of Cal- 
vary Baptist Church, New York; 
the Rev. Daniel Iverson, D.D., pas- 
tor of. Shenandoah Presbyterian 


lin J. Roper, D.D., pastor of Sco- 
field Memorial Church, Dallas; the 
Rev. Albert G. Johnson, pastor of 
Hinson Memorial Baptist Church, 
Portland, Ore.; the Rev. Peter 
Hoogendam, pastor of Philpott 
Tabernacle, Hamilton, Ont., and 
the Rev. John E. Zoller, D.D., of 
America Back to God, Detroit. 


Missionary Day, with its ever- 
popular symposium, will present 
such missionaries as the Rev. Gor- 
don H. Smith, of French Indo- 


China; the Rev. Henry DeVries, of | 
Borneo, who was interned for | 
three years in Jap prison camps; 
and the Rev. Ralph Davis, director 
of Africa Inland Mission. 

A special session for ministers 
will be held on eight days of the 
conference. These meetings will 
be conducted by the Rev. Wendell 


P. Loveless, of WMBI and WDLM, 
Chicago; the Rev. Robert B. Mun- 
ger, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Berkeley, Calif., 
and Canon R. H. A. Haslam, rector 
of St. John’s Church, St. John, 
N. B. : 

Many members of the Institute 
faculty and Extension Department 
will also appear on the program. 
Dr. Will H. Houghton, Institute 
president, will preside at most of 
the sessions. 

Daytime services, beginning at 
8:30 a.m., will be held in Torrey- 
Gray Auditorium on the Institute 
campus; all evening meetings as 
well as those on Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Sunday 
afternoons, will be held in Moody 
Memorial Church, Clark Street 


Church, Miami, Fla.; the Rev. Har- 


and North Avenue. 


Moultrie, Georgia. Two hundred 
and seventy souls accepted Jesus. 
We had many experiences of the 
grace of God. 


Fifty-two Accept Jesus In One 
Service 


“A meeting was arranged in the 
Norman Junior College at ten 
o'clock in the morning, and we 
were overjoyed when arriving at 
the church, to find it filled with 
young people and teachers of that 
school. The presence and power 
of God was greatly manifest. 
When we gave the invitation, 
hands shot up all over the place. 
Fifty-two of them came forward 
and .bowed their heads and ac- 
cepted Jesus as their Saviour and 
Lord. They all stood and ¢con- 
fessed Him openly before the en- 
tire student body. 


Cursed God 


“A lady was saved who said, 
‘I had given up all hopes of being 
saved and never went to church, 
because I thought my case was 
hopeless. I was in despair. I 
had cursed God and thought I 
could not be saved until one day 
I turned my radio on and heard 
you quote that passage in Mark 
which says, ‘“‘All sins shall be for- 
given unto the sons of men, and 
blasphemies wherewith soever 
they shall blaspheme.” I have re- 
pented earnestly and have ac- 


cepted Jesus. Preacher, I am 
saved.’ ”’ 


Saved Over Radio 


“One man accepted Jesus in our 
services and said, ‘Preacher, my 
wife was saved over the radio.’ I 
asked him if she was in the audi- 
ence, and he said that she was. 
I called for her and she stood and 
testified that she had been saved 
while listening. to God’s Word 
coming over the air. The light on 
her face bore witness with her 
words to her joy in the Lord and 
that she was really saved. 


Mother’s Burden For Her Boy 


“One of the most pitiful things 
that happened in the meeting was 
to see a mother weeping over her 
lost boy. While I was giving the 
invitation one night several had 
come forward, and I looked back 
in the audience and saw a mother 
with her arms around her boy, 
looking into his face, pleading 
with him to. accept Jesus. ‘He 
gripped the back of his seat, but 
you could tell by the solemn look 
on his face that he was greatly 
moved. The service closed and he 
did not yield, but his mother still 
pleaded with him, A group of 
Christians lingered and prayed 
for him to yield to Christ. Of 
course, he came! No one could 
resist such earnestness.” 


COMMENT FROM A READER 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“I enjoy reading your paper be- 
cause you emphasize the things 
most needed today, things that will 
stand when modernism, unbelief, 
and other forms of wickedness will 
have been beaten to the earth. 
Truly this is the day when the 
God-called worker should ‘Cry 
aloud, and spare NOT’.. .” 

Thos. W. McKneely 
Durham, N. C. 


a 


SWORD STIRS SOUL 


“ ..I never read any magazine 
that has stirred my soul as The 
Sword of the Lord. I am a crane 
operator in a steel mill, and every 
chance I get I read a chapter of 
Brother Rice’s messages, and 
others too! I am praying for the 
work and I know that God is using 
you folks to help put forth the 
wonderful good* news of Jesus 
Christ my Saviour.” 

William V. Montgomery 
Coatesville, Pa. 


“OBJECTALKS” 

20 bright talks to boys and 
illustrated by familiar objects. 
“TALKS ON TEXTS” 

20 Children’s Sermons, illuminat- 
ed by fascinating illustrations. 


“PAPER TEARING TALKS” 
15 Gospel talks. Paper is folded 
then torn and the objegt is unfold- 
ed. Interesting to old and young. 
Full directions. ’ 

One Pastor writes: ‘““Your talks are 
the best I have ever used or have 


been able to find. 
All Three — 
il- 


girls 


Each set $1.00 
55 talke—whole year with the 
dren. Over 47,000 in use. 


HADDON SERVICE 


Box 164-7 Fairfield, Conn, 


AntiChristian Lodge 
Religion 


(Continued from page 3) 


“I was regularly initiated into 
seven degrees of the Masonic Or- 
der, holding, for a time, the Office 
of chaplain in the Blue Lodge, 
and my knowledge of this society 
is therefore the result of my ex- 
perience as a member of it. I now 
hold a regular demit from the 


order, which indicates that I-was. 


in good and regular standing when 
I seceded from it.” ¢Page 1, The 
Christian and Secret Society, by 
Loveless; 5c per copy, National 
Christian Association, 850 W. 
Madison Street, Chicago, II1.) 

After showing how he was com- 
pelled by the Lord to leave the 
Masonic lodge, and come out from 
the unbelievers there, Mr. Love- 
less says, (page 14), 


“As Chaplain in the Masonic 
Lodge, I offered the prayers of the 
lodge and heard many others of- 
fered, but never once in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. His 
name is excluded. Certainly it 
must be very plain that a true 
believer in Jesus Christ, can have 
no fellowship in that kind of or- 
ganization. Lodge prayers are not 
offered in the name of Jesus 
Christ. The lodge promises the 
unconverted Jew, the Hindu, 
the Mohammedan, or any Christ- 
rejecting sinner who believes 
there is a Supreme Being, that he 
may come to the lodge and there 
find nothing to offend. Since un- 
converted sinners do not love 
Jesus Christ, since modernists and 
rationalists deny ‘that He is the 
very Son of God, atoning for 
man’s sins, and the only way of 
Salvation, and since Mohamme- 
dans and Hindus, like other pag- 
ans and heathens, reject Christ 
and do not accept Him as the Sav- 
iour, Son of God and very God, 
then the lodges shut out Jesus 
Christ that they may not offend 
those who hate Him and reject 
Him!” 

A famous Southern Baptist 
preacher wrote me saying that in 
a Masonic Lodge meeting he pray- 
ed and was rebuked for offering 
his petition in the name of Jesus 
Christ, God’s Son, the only Sav- 
iour. Because of that rebuke, 
showing the utterly unclhristian 
and antichristian character of the 
lodges, he discontinued attendance 
of the lodge. 


Before me are two Masonic 
Burial Services, adopted respec- 
tively in 1921 and in 1930 by the 
Grand Lodge of Texas. In them 
I have just counted ten separate 
prayers, not counting the Lord’s 
Prayer, in each. And in the ten 
prayers, the name of Jesus Christ 
is not mentioned; the prayers are 
not offered in His name; no men- 


‘tion of salvation by His blood, nor 


claiming Him as Saviour, nor of 
being born again by the Holy 
Spirit through faith in Him, is 
made. The religion of the lodges 
is not* the religion of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The prayers of the 
lodges are not prayers in His 
name. The trust of the lodges is 
not trust in Christ as Saviour. The 
hope of the lodges is in good works 
and not in the blood of Jesus 
Christ. 


Dr. James M. Gray, so long at 
the head of Moody Bible Institute 
in Chicago, was everywhere re- 
spected as a great Christian and a 
great scholar. Dr. James M. Gray 
gave an address, “The Open Con- 
fession,” delivered at the annual 
meeting of the National Christian 
Association in Chicago in 1910, 
showing why Christians should 
not be members of lodges. Among 
other things Dr. Gray said, 


“The Lodge Conception of 
Christ 


“I have .given’ some attention 
also to another of the books just 
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named, ‘Merals and-Dogma,’ pre- 
pared for the Supreme Council of 
the 33rd Degree, Scottish Rite. To 
be told, as we are in this book, 
that the Christian Mason sees our 
Lord Jesus Christ foreshadowed 
in the divinities of heathenism, 
and that no ene has a right to ob- 
ject if others observe in Him only 
the ‘logos’ of Plato; to be told that 
lost humanity cannot be again 
united to God, except by long 
trials and many purifications, and 
that thus only can men be freed 
from the calamity of sin; tothe 
told that God has given us pow- 
ers, by which we may escape from 
sin, and live calmly, and come off 
conquerors; to have the square 
and compass placed upon the same 
plane as the Holy Bible among 
the Great Lights of the Ordef and 
the furniture of the lodge; and to 
be told that the doctrines of the 
Bible are often not clothed in the 
language of strict truth, and that 
one who follows the perils and 
occupations of life in the great 
training of providence, will re- 
quire neither the church nor ordi- 
nances, except for the expression 
of his religious homage and grati- 
tude; to make Masonry absolutely 
superior to Christianity in certain 
of its teachings, as for instance, in 
political equality; to be told that 
at its altars, the heathen, the 
Christian, the Jew, the Moslem, 
the followers of Zoroaster can 
unite in prayer as one; to prac- 
tically charge the Word of God 
with inconsistency, and God him- 
self with cruelty, because of the 
attending sacrifice of blood; such 
teachings seem sacrilegious and 
blasphemous in the extreme to the 
earnest, intelligent Christian. 


“They seem unworthy of the 
endorsement of Christian men, 
since they are derogatory to the 
Saviour and destructive of the 
Gospel of His grace. They are 
moreover contributing to the cul- 
minating sin of the present age, 
which, according to the New Test- 
ament, is the deification of hu- 
manity in the person of the man 
of sin, the Antichrist, and the de- 
throning of Jehovah in the gov- 
ernment of the world. 

“These are serious charges in- 
deed, but they are not against any 
individual. or set of individuals, 
but against an institution, or a 
system, if you please. Moreover, 
if some of my Masofiic friends 
should say that is not a fair, in- 
telligent or candid representation 
of that institution or system, I can 
only point them in all sincerity to 
the authorities that I have named.” 


The above tract for Christians 
may be secured from the National 


Christian Association, 850 W. 
Madison St., Chicago, Lllinois, 5c 
each. 


Read the above passage by this 
saintly Dr. Gray carefully again. 
Surely it adds still further weight 
to the overwhelming evidence that 
the religion of the lodges is not 
only unchristian, but it is definite- 
ly antichristian, that it dishonors 
Christ so that no child of God 
ought ever to be a member of the 
lodges. Lodge membership is a 
contradiction of Christianity. It 
is a compromise for Christians. In 
the lodges, Christians are “yoked 
up with unbelievers” and ought 
to get out. 


(The above article on “Anti- 
christian Lodge Religion” is chap- 
ter V of the book, Lodges Exam- 
ined by the Bible. The nine chap- 
ters are printed in a pamphlet of 
88 pages with an attractive two- 
color cover, and sells for 25c a 
copy, five copies for $].00. See that 
ministers and church members 
who are members of lodges see 
these articles and have a chance 
to read this interesting, factual, 
and convincing pamphlet which 
has turned hundreds from the sin 
of the lodges. Order from The 
Sword of the Lord, 214 West Wes- 
ley Street, Wheaton, Illinois, or 
from your book dealer.) 
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forwarded to us by Brother Fer- 
guson. Naturally, aH this litera- 
ture is furnished absolutely with- 
out cost to the chaplains. In the 
last. six months we furnished to 
chaplains who ordered through 
Brother Ferguson literature val- 
ued, at $8,602.84. That was litera- 
ture called for by chaplains and 
Christian. workers among the 
armed forces directly in response 
to Brother Ferguson’s offer of my 
books and pamphlets. To some 
army bases we sent a complete 
set of my books for the library. 
Including books and pamphlets 
we gave away through other 
sources in the last six months, the 
total amount of Sword literature 
given away was approximately 
$13,607.84. There was over $2,- 
267.00 worth of free literature dis- 
tributed each month for the last 
six months from “The Sword of 
the Lord” headquarters.~ And the 
demand for this literature is 
rapidly increasing. 


A Letter from Evangelist Fer- 
guson Who Distributes Free 
Sword of the Lord Literature 


You will be interested in the 
following letter from Brother 
Ferguson, I am sure. 


“December 28, 1945 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“It is a joy to continue to send 
in names of chaplains from 
throughout the world who have 
requested gospel literature for 
their men. God has been giving 
truly marvelous and mighty open 
doors throughout the world abroad 
and it rejoices our hearts to think 
of the world-wide ministry He is 
giving us,—not just a few oppor- 
tunities to place a few tracts but 
to get the gospel literature out to 
hundreds of chaplains, and 
through them to their tens of 
thousands of men in _ bases 
throughout the entire world. Un- 
der*the hand and deading of God 
this work is growing to stagger- 
ing proportions. It is beyond the 
human comprehension to measure 
the extent to which God is allow- 
ing this ministry to grow under 
His mighty leading. We bless and 
praise Him that He has seen fit 
to use us in our weakness and in- 
competence as a channel of get- 
ting the gospel to multitudes in 
the four corners of the earth. 

“Every request sent in is based 
on the actual request for gospel 
material from the chaplains. This 
week an appeal comes from the 
Chief Supply Chaplain of all 
American Chaplains throughout 
Japan, pleading for great quanti- 
ties of gospel material because he 
is supplying dozens of chaplains 
and units that have no chaplains. 
I feel that through this appeal 
that has come from this Supply 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


in the war-stricken lands in the 
last five years. Hence a tremend- 
ous challenge and open door; and 
we want to get the very best to 
them as quickly as possible be- 
fore Satan can start sowing the 
bad seed of the Jehovah Witness- 
es and Christian Science fallacies. 
I will be pleased to cooperate with 
you, using the facilities of this 
service, to get your literature in 
the foreign languages into the 
countries abroad. If necessary, I 
may take a trip over there to 
make further contacts. 

“The need over there is urgent 
and I feel that every week and 
every month now counts. Had you 
thought of having such booklets 
as ‘What,’ ‘Trailed,’ ‘Neglect,’ and 
‘Heaven,’ translated into French, 
Dutch and German? It seems to 
me it would not be such a great 
task to have these books trans- 
lated and printed in these vari- 
ous languages and we could send 
them over without delay. Through 
the chaplains we have been privi- 
leged in being the first to get the 
gospel into the  war-stricken 
countries because postal routes 
are not open yet. Perhaps there 
is someone at Wheaton College 
who could do the translating. I 
trust the Lord will make the way, 
as the opportunity to reach the 
people of the war-stricken coun- 
tries at this time is mighty indeed 
and is certain to reap a rich har- 
vest. In their poverty, broken- 
ness, and despair, people will cry 
out-to God, and we long to get the 
very best in gospel material to 
them in their own language. 


this direction of supplying the 
gospel literature for the war- 
stricken countries. It is definite- 
ly the work of the Spirit of God, 
I am sure, and we would greatly 
enjoy seeing your literature trans- 
lated in foreign languages and 
made available at an early date. 
This matter is of such tremendous 
importance that I trust you will 
be able to give it your early at- 
tention. 

“IT was cheered to receive your 
Christmas message and in turn 
wish you and your loved ones and 
all associates with you much joy 
in the coming year and blessings 
of Him who maketh rich and add- 
eth no sorrow. He has been a 
wonderfully faithful God to me 
and I know that I enter the new 
year with nothing but inexpressi- 
ble gratitude for His tender mer- 
cies and above all for the unspeak- 
able gift of His dear Son. 

“Yours in His faithfulness, 
(Signed) “John Ferguson 
JF:ec 

P.S.: “I am enclosing a letter 
just received from aé chaplain 
friend of yours who is located in 
Japan ” 


Chaplain, God is giving us another 
tremendous open door, and we 


thank and bless Him. Blessed to) 


know that\‘whatsoever the Lord 
doeth it shall be forever.’ And as 
we enter these open doors He 
gives us, souls are being brought 
under conviction of sin and find- 
ing Christ as their Saviour. 

“Particularly gratifying are the 
steady demands that come in each 
week from Japan for gospel book- 
lets and tracts in Japanese for the 
Japanese people. We are sending 
out tens of thousands of tracts in 
that language and bless God for 
being the first to get the gospel to 
the Japanese. 

“I am writing especially to say 
that supplementing the work 
among the troops I purpose, under 
the leading of the Lord, getting 
the gospel into the war-stricken 
countries in the foreign lan- 
guages, 

“I believe the Spirit of God is 
moving definitely in the direction 
of supplying the gospel literature 
from this country for the peoples 
of the war-stricken lands. For in- 
stance, we are sending the tracts 
through chaplains into Germany, 
Austria, Czechoslovakia and other 
foreign countries. Recently I re- 
ceived requests from a highly re- 
liable agency which has sixty dis- 
tributing stations for 500,000 gos- 
pel booklets and tracts for the peo- 
ple of Belgium. No gospel litera- 
ture whatsoever has been printed 


Other Chaplains Deeply 
Grateful for Sword of 
the Lord Booklets 


armed services. From a friend of 
the editof, Chaplain P. C. Goza, 


Eighth Army Headquarters, comes 
a letter which was addressed to 
Mr. Ferguson, December 3. Chap- 
plain Goza writes: 


tember to know if I could prayer- 


R. Rice, evangelist. 
j that is the best news I have had 


have heard him preach both in 
Ft. Worth and Dallas, Texas... 
Send me anything you have deép 
and spiritual. The literature we 
receive is so shallow .. . I request 
one thousand ‘What Must I Do To 
Be Saved?’ 


“Love through Christ. 


for Evangelists, Churches and Publications 
te Our Specielty, Write ter Prices. 


| Ag fhersaue 


M 
ar” COMPAN 
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HOTO-ENGRAVING — | 


+<What Must I Do To Be Saved?” 


“God is exercising the hearts of | 
Christians all over the country in | 


since I’ve been with the army. I 
know John R. Rice personally,| 


| (Signed) “Chaplain P. C. Goza.” 
|- 


| 


’ 


We are grateful to God for | sinners. 
earnest Christian chaplains in the| work and get the gospel to every 


| 


now located in Japan with the | rural schools, in daily vacation | 


“Received your letter as of Sep-| plan to do our part here at The | 


fully use some booklets by John | cost us many thousands of dollars | 
My friend,|a year. | 


: 


Se — a : — 


I know that Sword of the Lord} Publishers had to make up a great 
readers would want Chaplain Goza/ deficit on this literature given 
to get the thousand copiés of| free. Of the $13,607.84, approxi- 


and other literature which he 
craves for the Eighth Army in/cost to us), only $2,201.34 was 
Japan. Certainly those books are! cared for by gifts. The rest of it 
being sent with earnest prayer that/| had to be made up by the editor 
God will use them. and associates, and that was a 
From the United States Naval| hgavy, heavy drain on the busi- 
Barracks at Farragutt, Idaho, in a | ness. Part of it is now represent- 
letter dated January 7, Chaplain | ed by heavy bills that ought to 
Silas B. Cooper, writes: | be paid. 
“7 January 1946 Without any 
“Dr. John R. Rice 
“145 North Hale Stree‘ 
“Wheaton, Illinois sible. The editor takes not a 
“Dear Dr. Rice: penny for his work as editor, not 
“This week we received a num-|a cent of royalty. Now will you 


away (most of it counted at actual 


personal hope of 


—_—.. 


ber of your gospel booklets, sent| Who read this send in your offer- | 


to us by Dr. John Ferguson. You|ings to “The Sword Free Litera- 


would have been thrilled if you} ture Fund” and ‘help us to get the 
could have witnessed the delight} gospel out to the ends of the world} 


of the few young Christians as Ij in these books and pamphlets that 


opened the package and they read | have resulted in so many conver- | 


the titles of the books. So many) sions? Help make it so that we 
of them heard you when you were|can give every chaplain all the 
in Spokane; and the books con- free literature he requests for use 
tained answers that most always | in Japan, and for occupation forces 
come to the mind of young Chris- | in Germany, and in the naval and 
tians. Therefore, they filled a|army Wases and in the great hos- 
definite need in the work we are| Pitals for our service men. Make 
seeking to do for the Master here. | it so we can supply to workers in 


Large’numbers of them have read | Penitentiaries and jails, to chil-| 


your ; dren’s workers, to city rescue mis- 
sions, all the literature they can 
use, always carefully distributed 
to those who promise to read it. 


with interest and gratit 
book on Prayer. 

“On behalf of the men and their 
chaplain, I sincerely thank you 
for writing the books and the one| A receipt will be sent for each 
who made them available for us.| Offering. The more literature we 
Pray for us. Though the war is| set out the more souls will be 
over among nations, the war with | saved. Careful accounts will be 
the devil is with us in a big way kept and accurate reports made 
yet. from time to time in The Sword of 

“Yours, in Good Hope Behind | the Lord. 
the Blood, | Address your gifts to The Sword 

(Signed) “Silas B. Cooper, ChcC. Free Literature Fund and send it 

“Lt. Comdr. S. B. Cooper, we: 
“Chaplain.” | ton, Illinois. 


mate value of the literature given | 


gain whatever, we hope_to get out 
the gospel in print as' far as pos-' 


PAGE SEVEN 


Congratulations 
To Editor 
A dear brother, C. E. Chrise 


topherson, of Fairdale, North Da- 
kota, was notified by The. Sword 
of the Lord office that his sub- 
scription had expired and he was 


_in danger of missing some copies 
of The Sword of the Lord, but he 


had the opportunity to renew his 
subscription, send two other sub- 
scriptions and receive the editor's 
book, THE HOME: Courtship, 


Marriage, and Children as a free 


premium. His kindly letter is so 
typical of thousands which we re- 
ceived that we take the liberty of 
printing part of it here. 


“T trust that I have now averted 
the ‘danger’ confronting me, and 
that I have also availed myself of 
the opportunity (in part) con- 
fronting me. I have been happy 
to do both, I assure you. I’m go- 
ing to be looking for the book, 
THE HOME: Courtship, Marriage 
and Children, and also for Dr. 
Rice’s homely portrait! I wish to 
congratulate the beloved editor on 
his fiftieth birthday, and if the 
Lord tarries that long before He 
comes for His bride, we wish the . 
editor fifty more years in which 


to 214 West Wesley Street, Whea- | 


he may be occupied with work 
ease 
| we shall not begrudge him a vaca- 
tion in Heaven! Good going for 
you also, Sword workers—you are 
doing a fine job! We are begin- 
ning to look for the book to be 
published on the Winona Confer- 
ence on Evangelism. Now do not 
lose any sleep. We will be patient! 
“Very sincerely yours,” 
(Signed) C. E. Christopherson 


We Need to Advance 


On New Year’s Eve Dr. Robert | 
J. Wells and I were in the watch- 
night service at the Church of the | 
Open Door, Los Angeles. When 
we went to our rooms we stayed | 
awake and talked and planned and 
prayed until about two o’clock on 
the morning of the new year. 
After much prayer we felt im- 
pressed that we should ask God 
for at least one thousand souls | 
saved and reported to us directly | 
through literature put out by the) 
Sword of the Lord Publishers dur- | 
ing 1946. Surely God wants that) 
many people to be saved and to| 
write and tell us about it. We 
have had as high as 835 people in 
one year reporting that they had 
trusted Christ through the books 
and pamphlets we put out and 
through The Sword of the Lord. 
But we want to reach more people | 
this year than ever before. ! 

And ‘the demand for pamphlets | 
is increasing. In Belgium alone) 
half a million gospel booklets and | 
tracts are needed. I believe that, 
the translation’ work can be done 
and the booklets printed and sup-| 
plied. In all the war-stricken 
countries there is a new hunger | 
for spiritual light and for the dear 
Lord Jesus, the only Saviour for | 
We must carry on the) 


creature, as far as that is humanly | d for 
possible for us to do. In jails, in| the nec 

Bible schools, in state penitentiar- | 
ies, in colleges—everywhere there 
is a hunger and a need. We must 


get oyt this free literature. We proof that no 


: 
| bound’ secret ord 


Sword of the Lord office. It will | 


‘I think that in 1946 we) 
ought to give away $590,000.00 


worth of beoks and pamphlets. | 
| as ex pos© 
Can You Help Support This This book 


One sent free 
to Christian workers with latest 


gospel object lessen. 


Blessed Ministry? je lodge oat he shams of lodges. the yoke with 
f; soi e 
In the last six months $2,801.34 religion", : pidding lodge oaths, ohn Adams, 
was given by readers and friends teaching for otes President Torrey, 
for our free literature fund. Some unbelievers. Qu L Moody, _ A ’ 
of these gifts were undesignated, al Grant, D. G Finney and man) 
and sent simply “To be used where Gener Gray; Charles 2 a Christian. 
needed,” but Sword of the Lord James a +t} ontic conclusive an C} rist 
| — —--- — 7 _ utlhe x for UP : 
Wordl Book = led many to give up lodges 
. ordless 00 } as 4 =e. a 
| FR E ond instructions 
p You should have this bright-colered 


of the best in 


: 

| 
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LODGES 


By Evangelist John 


r and 


eee ilty 4 

; nding himself gui and 

The author ony vorbidden im ~- ee eeadhing 
ing oat with unbelievers 1 4 toning Blood, 
yoked up W? which denies the a multitudes 
a false religio” th, and leads d 
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SWORD ‘of the LORD PUBLISHERS 


Examined by 
the BIBLE 


R. Rice, D.D., Litt.D. 


Get it for your friends 
and leved ones in oath- 
bound secret orders. 


One eof the most impor- 
tant books published in 
many years. 


Nine thrilling chapters, 
full of dynamite. Chris- 


tian in tone. 88 pages. 


Only 250e 


rem | 
= 10 Christ. 


be true 


a blasphemous 
ran Christiess 


Order today from 


Wheaton, Lilinols 
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The Greatest Thing One 
Person Ever Did for Another 


1) 


Testament method—one by one. 
When we turn to our Bible it is as 
clear as light that God expects 
every Christian to win others to 
Christ. The early church went out, 
and in one short generation shook 
the Roman empire to its founda- 
tion. It was a pagan, intolerant, 
selfish, rotten empire, and yet in 
one short generation the early 
church shook it to its foundation. 


(Continued from Page 


New Testament Christians, 
Fishers of Men 


Jesus called the people who 
truly followed Him, “Fishers of 
Men.” He gathered that word 
“Fishers” from the chief occupa- 
tion of men around Galilee where 
He preached. They were fishers 
by occupation. They went out in 
fishers’ boats on the sea and cast 
their nets, and drew in fish. Jesus 
said to them, “Follow me and I 
will make you fishers of men.” I 
wonder what boat we have been 
riding in since becoming Chris- 
tians? Is it an excursion boat or 
a fishing boat? What we do in 
the matter of fishing for men de- 
termines whether we are truly fol- 
lowing Christ or not. I think that 


the tragedy of church membership | 
today can easily be detected by a 
i 


tlose study of the question we are 
discussing. I do not know how 


souls, or how many have given up 


rving—have anchored your boat, | failure to rescue is, in my knowl- 
irawn in your net and have quit | edge, the greatest analogy to a 


stantly the almost unbelievable 
news, “The Titanic is sinking” was 
flashed by wireless over the whole 
world. 

But here was another tragedy: 
—only ten miles away and nearest 
of all ships to the scene of this 
greatest of all sea tragedies was 
the S. S. California. She was suf- 
ficiently close to arrive in time for 
the rescue of all of the 1,513 pas- 
sengers who went down to their 
death. But the wireless operator 
of the 8S. S. California was off duty, 
and though the crew saw the 
rockets shooting into the skies 
from the Titanic, they, for some 
unexplained reason, did not take 
them for distress signals. The 
stricken ship sank at 2:15 o’clock 
in the morning. As she took her 
toll of 1,513 lives with her, the 
noise of her sinking, her keel 
hoisted high in the air, sounded as 
great and as terrible as the colli- 
sion of twenty trains. 

Now let us note the two dis- 
tinct causes for this disaster: first, 
the Titanic thought she was un- 
sinkable and made little provision 
for the rescue of her cargo of hu- 
man lives. She had but twenty 
life boats, not half enough to carry 
her passengers. That is the tragedy 
of the world today. So many are 
blinded as to their eternal doom 


until it is*too late or enlightened, 
W| they neglect to make provision to 
many of you are trying to win'| 


| 


rvying to fish. My prayer is that | 


God will start us fishing for men | of it, 1,513 choice souls went down 


this morning. 


What One Must Be in Order 
to Win a Soul 


3efore any persons can win a 
soul to Christ, he must be a 
Christian himself. That is clearly 
taught here. “The blind cannot 
lead the blind unless they both fall 
into the ditch,” is a statement 
which to me clearly proves that 
one who is in darkness cannot lead 
another out of darkness. The first 
requirement is for one to be a 
Christian himself, 


Things That Prevent Our 
Trying to Win Souls 


The Christian must be able to 


; 


get a sinner to see his or her doom | Because of the fact that we train 
without Christ, and the Christian | people in soul winning, there has 
Herein lies|come about an almost universal 
the great secret of winning souls. | feeling 
Jesus saw a world lost and doomed | members that unless a person has 
He called! a wide acquaintance of the Bible 


must see it himself. 


to eternal destruction. 
them sheep without a shepherd. 
Sheep without a shepherd are 
hopelessly and entirely at the 


mercy of their enemies; they are} shall again call your attention to 


straying, wandering, and not 
knowing what to do. I have 
searched everywhere for illustra- 
tions hoping to find something that 
would help at this point. The 
best illustration that I have ever 


found is the story of the sinking/ thaniel, and brought him to Jesus. 


of. the Titanic. The loss of the 
Vitanic will probably remain for 
all time the greatest single disaster 
pf the sea. . This great ship left 
Southampton for New York on 
April 10, 1912, with 2,224 people 
pn board of whom 885 were the 
rrew. Less than five days later 
1,513 of those people were dead, 
and the magnificent and “unsink- 
able” ship was lying at the bot- 
tom of the ocean. 

The Titanic left Southampton on 
Wednesday and on the following 
Sunday morning ran into a cold 
area which indicated the presence 
pf icebergs. On Sunday night, 
when at 11:45 o’clock the ship was 
doing eighteen knots, some of the 
passengers felt a slight jar, but it 
was not sufficient to cause)a gen- 
eral alarm. At that hour most of 
the passengers were in their;state- 
rooms; when the jar wag felt, 
many people remained where they 
were, not thinking that anything 
serious had happened. But what 
had happened was this: the Titanic 


| 


| 


meet God. 


Second, the S. S. California’s 


Christian asleep to his duty. Think 


to their death when every one of 
them could have been saved had 
the S. S. California been alert and 
on duty. It was reported by the 
711 who were rescued that though 
they were in distant boats after the 
roar of the crash of the vessel, 
there came across the waters the 
cries of the 1,513 victims and then 
all was silence; they were gone 
forever. Men, women and chil- 
dren! Yes, “Let him know that 
he who converteth a sinner from 
the error of his way shall save a 
soul from death.” 

Third, our lack of confidence in 
ourselves prevents our trying to 
win others to Christ. I know that 
this is the second greatest stum- 
blingblock to the Christian today. 


among modern church 


to the extent that he knows it like 
a theologian, he cannot win the 
lost from the error of his way. We 


these people in the New Testa- 
ment. Andrew found Jesus as his 
Savior and went immediately and 
brought his brother to Christ. 
Jesus found Philip, and Philip im- 
mediately found his friend, Na- 


Knowledge of the scripture is 
helpful, of course, but the thing 
that makes one effective is,a heart 
on fire with love for lost people. 


Inducements to Win 


We now turn to another phase 
of winning people to Christ. Oh, 
how I love to talk and think about 
them. God has graciously shown 
us what they are and how true 
Christians were affected by them. 

First, the winner is wise in 
God’s sight. It is a terrible thing 
for us to be wise in our own con- 
ceits. Such a person is almost 
despicable. It is better to be wise 
in the estimate of our fellowmen. 
No one wants to be deliberately 
classed as a moron in the world. 
But to have God say that we are 
wise should bring an unbounded 
joy and satisfaction to any heart. 
That is exactly what God thinks 
about every soul winner. 

Second, he saves a soul from 
death. Without explanation or 
comment, James left us that state- 


destruction. It has the same 
meaning as “Dead in trespasses 
and in sins.” Spiritual death 


means to spend eternity in the tor- 
ments of hell separated from God. 
Have you helped save one from 
that place? Pardon a personal il- 
lustration. . The first person I be- 
came burdened for after my be- 
coming a preacher was my grand- 
mother. To me she was the dear- 
est grandmother in the world, for 
she was the mother of my mother. 
I heard my mother pray for her 
before she went to heaven. 
Grandmother was good and highly 
respected by all who knew her, 
but she did not believe in the im- 
mortality of the soul. She had 
kept me as an orphan, and had 
mothered me through one whole 
year of serious illness. I shall 
never get away from the feeling 
that came to me when God laid 
the responsibility of her eternal 
destiny upon my heart. I repeat- 
edly wrote her letters asking the 
question, “Grandma, are you 
trusting in Jesus and are you 
ready to meet God?” She would 
dictate a letter back to me every 
time, giving the news and expres- 
sing her personal interest in me, 
but not one mention of religion. 
Finally the burden of her salva- 
tion became almost unbearable. 
In tears, I sought relief in secret 
prayer to God. I wrote her again 
and back came a letter. How I 
wish that I had kept it. She start- 
ed the letter by saying, “Charles, 
I am lost without God and with- 


| : aoe 
|engaged a singer to go with me,/ nation and see for yourself when 


out hope. Please come home and 
preach in this community.” I 


|guaranteeing- his’ expenses and 
$100 for a ten-day revival. We 
reached grandma’s farm 
Sunday afternoon after a 


train ride, -I read the book of 
Romans while riding on the train. 
When we reached her home there 
were exactly sixty-five guests 
there waiting for us. She said, “I 
want you to conduct a service out 
in the yard, for I cannot attend 
the opening service tonight.” The 
singer gave us a song, and I read 
the third chapter of John, about 
the new birth. I was so over- 
come with emotion I couldn’t 
preach. I just knelt down by 


| 


grandmother’s feet as she sat in 
her big chair, and asked, “Grand- 
ma, do you believe what Jesus 
said?” “Yes,” she said, “And I 
want you to baptize me.” The 
next Sunday we took her with 
fifty-four others and baptized her 
in the Burbois River. She went 
to be with her Savior six months 
after that at the age of 82 years. 
Since childhood I have lived far 
away from my people, and my 
fellowship with them has had to 
be limited to that of being with 
them in the spirit and not in the 
flesh. But there has never been 
a greater inspiration to my soul 
than the thought of grandma’s 
being saved from destruction, and 
being now and forever in her 
home in heaven. The joy of it to 
my soul is as fresh and as great 
today as it wag when it happened 
nineteen years ago. In fact, I was 
so stunned by the force of that 
revival that it took time for me 
to realize what had happened, and 
each day’I rejoice more and more 
about it. Yes, “Let him know that 
he which converteth a sinner from 
the error of his way shall save a 
soul from death.” 

Third, the rejoicing is not here 
alorte. It is wonderful for us to 
have that unbounded joy here in 
our own heart, but oh, my Chris- 
tian friend, when you convert that 
sinner from the error of his way, 
the rejoicing is not limited to you 
alone. All heaven is set in action 
as _a sinner is converted down 
here. “There is joy in the presence 
of the angels over one sinner that 
repenteth.” Just use your imagi- 


one is saved, how heaven is af- 
fectéd. We are so blind down here 


on. a|to realities, but up there they see. 
long +Here we know in part, but there 


they know in full. 


The Covering of Sin 


James gives us as the last in- 
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7 leaflet songs, 25c. Sheet music— 
“When Twilight Turns the Setting 
Sun to Silver” (Sacred) 25c. Many 
of composer's songs have been used 
over Chicago stations, and HCJB in 
So. America. 

F. G. Cottingham, South Elgin, Ml. 


ducement to win others a most 
unusual statement,—‘“Hiding a 
multitude of sins.” It is difficult 
for us to know the full meaning 
of this statement. Some say that » 
a person who converts another 
from the error of his way will 
secure leniency from God for_his 
own sins. [ do not doubt this in 
the least. The great loving and 
seeking heart of God trying to 
rescue souls from death is a re- 
warder of all who help Him. 
Every inducement possible that 
can be made’ according to His in- 
finite wisdom is offered for the 
rescue of the perishing. If your 
loved one was lost in a dense for- 
est and doomed for death, the first 
thing you would think of would be 
to offer a reward for his rescue. 
That is exactly what God is do- 
ing. My, how He rewards one 
who will only rescue a soul for 
him. But here is an unusual offer 
on God’s part: we shall have a 
part in covering a. sinner’s sins. 
For instance, look at the prodigal. 
When he returned to the father, 
this father fell on his neck and 
kissed him. Then he said to the 
servants, ‘Get a robe and put on 
him; cover his rags with a robe.’ 
The father furnished the robe, 
and the servant put it on him. The 
soul winner represents the serv- 
ant; the father represents God, 
and the prodigal is the saved sin- 
ner, converted from the error of 
his way. “. . . this my son was 
dead, and is alive again; he was 
lost, and now is found.” 


(From the book, Life’s Supreme 
Decision. Copyright Zondervan 
Publishing House, used by permis- 
sion.) 
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